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“He was sore athirst, and called on the Lord, and said, 
Thou hast gen this great deliverance into the hand of thy 
servant: and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand 
of the uncircumcised ?”—Judges 15:18. 


You will remember the occasion 
on which these words were spo- 
ken. Samson had been brought 
down from the top of the rock, 
bound with cords by his own 
brethren, and given up as a Cap- 
tive into the hands of the Philis- 
tines. But, no sooner did he reach 
the Philistines than the superna- 
tural force of God’s Spirit came 
upon him, and he snapped the 
cords as though they had been 
but two. 

Seeing the jawbone of a newly 
slaughtered ass lying near to hand, 
he grasped that strange weapon, 
‘and fell with all his might upon 
the hosts of the Philistines; and 
though, no doubt, they took to 
speedy flight, yet the one man, 
smiting them hip and thigh, left 
no less than a. thousand persons 
dead upon the ground; and as he 
piled up the heaps of the slain, 
‘he looked with grim satisfaction 
upon the slaughter which he had 
wrought, crying—‘“Heaps upon 
heaps; heaps upon heaps; with the 
jawbone of an ass have I slain a 
thousand men!” 


There was, perhaps, a little of 
vaunting and vain-glorying in his 
conduct; but, in a moment, a sud+ 
den faintness gathered over him. 
He had been exerting himself 
most marvelously, straining every 
nerve and muscle, and now, being 
sore athirst, he looked round him 
for a stream of water, but there 
was none; and he felt as if for 
lack of water he must die, and 
then the Philistines would rejoice 
over him, With that simple- 
minded faith which was so char- 
acteristic of Samson, who was 
nothing but a big child, he turned 
his eye to his heavenly Father, 
and cried—‘‘O Jehovah, thou hast 
given me this great deliverance, 
and now shall I die for thirst? 
After all that thou hast done for 
me, shall the uncircumcised re- 
joice over me because I die for 
want of a drink of water?” Such 
confidence had he that God would 
interpose on his behalf. ~ 

Now, my drift is the comforting 
of God’s saints, especially in com- 
ing to the table of their Lord. I 
have thought there may be many 
of you who are feeling in an un- 
happy and a distressed frame of 
mind, and that by referring you 


“heaps upon heaps” 


-to what God has already done for 


you I might lead you to set a 
lighter estimate upon your pres- 
ent trouble, and enable you to ar- 
gue that He who has wrought 
great deliverances for you in the 
past will not suffer you to lack 
in the future, 


I. You Have Already, My 
Brothers and Sisters, Ex- 
perienced Great 
Deliverances 


Happy is it for you that you 
have not had the slaying of a 
thousand men, but there are 
of another 
sort upon which you may look 
with quite as much satisfaction 
as Samson, and perhaps with less 
mingled emotions than his, when 
he gazed on the slaughtered Phil- 
istines. See there, beloved, the 
great heaps. of your sins, all of 
them giants, and any one of them 
sufficient to drag you down to 
the lowest Hell. But, they are all 
Slain; there is not a single sin that 
speaks a word against you. “Who 
Shall lay anything to the charge 
of God’s elect?” Another arm 
than yours has done it, but the 
victory is quite as complete. 
Christ returns with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah; He has trod- 
den the wine press of God’s wrath, 
and I may almost say that the 


(Continued on page 7) 


Fourth Prize Winner in Annual 


Sword Evangelistic Sermon Contest 


y 


"YE WOULD NOT” 


By Dr. Monroe Parker, President 
Pillsbury Conservative Baptist Bible College 


Owatonna, Minnesota 


“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell? Wherefore, behold, I send unto you 
prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of them ye 
shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in 
your synagogues, and persecute them from city to city: 


That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon | 


the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood 
of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the 


temple and the altar. Verily I say unto you, All things shall 


come upon this generation. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou 
that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent un- 
to thee, how often would I have gathered thy .children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is left unto 
you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me hence- 
forth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name 


of the Lord.”’—Matt. 23 :33-39. 


I had preached one night on the 
subject of Hell anda large num- 
ber of people had been saved. A 
lady was waiting for me as I came 
from the inquiry room. She said, 
“Oh, it was terrible!” 

I asked, “What was terrible?” 

She answered, “That sermon! 
It was awful!” 

I said, “Yes, Hell is an awful 
place.” 

But she said, “The idea of your 
preaching a sermon like that, Je- 
sus preached beatitudes. He said, 
‘Blessed are the meek,’ and ‘“‘Bless- 
ed are the pure in heart,’ and 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit.’”’ 

I said, “Yes, Ma’am, but have 
you read the entire sermon from 
which you are quoting?” 

She answered, “Yes, I have read 
all the beatitudes.”’ 

“But,” I asked, “have you read 
the entire sermon, the Sermon 
on the Mount? Have you read the 
part where Jesus said, ‘If thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it 


out, and cast it from thee: for it 
is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish, and 
not that thy whole body should 
be cast into hell. And if thy right 
hand offend thee, cut it off, and 
cast it from thee: for it is profit- 
able for thee that one of thy 
members should perish, and not 
that thy whole body 
cast into hell” (Matt. 5:29, 30)? 


“Oh,” she said, “did Jesus say 
that?” 

I answered, “Yes, He certainly 
did. That was His first sermon. 
Have you ever read His last ser- 
mon? Have you read how He 
stood up in the temple and said, 
“Ye serpents, ye generation of 
vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell?” (Matt. 23:33) 


Jesus Preached Hell 


Occasionally we find that peo- 
ple do not like evangelists because 


should be. 


Dr. Monroe Parker 


they sometimes tell death-bed 
stories. Jesus went beyond the 
death-bed. He told about the rich 
man who lifted up his eyes in 
Hell and seeth Abraham afar off 


(Continued on page 5) 


INCIDENT 


and 


These Bible Christians / 


Fell Through Compromise 


How Bad Company, Fellowship With Unbelievers and Enemies of the Bible, Led 
to Ruin of Pre-Flood Christians, of Lot, Samson, Solomon, Asa, and Jehoshaphat 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


(Mechanically recorded as preached at Bob Jones University Chapel, October 6, 1958.) 


“Blessed is the man that walketh not in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat 


of the scornful.”’—Ps., 1:1. 


Blessed is the man who doesn’t do three things. 
There is a progress in sin. First, this blessed man 
walks along in a regular course, about his business, 
on a road he has a right to be on, but he doesn’t 
walk with the sinners, those who are ungodly, not 


converted. 


Second, he does not stand “in the way of sin- 
ners,” that is, with people who are not only un- 
converted, but in outbroken sin. No, he won't 
stop and have fellowship with them. 

“in the seat of the 


Third, he does not sit 
scornful.” 


One walks, then stands, then sits with the 
Devil’s crowd. First, you go casually with unsaved 
people as you go about your business; second, you 
stop and seek their company; and third, you be- 
come a critic, as they are, and you take up their 


bad ways. 


Notice then, that as you aSsociate with ungodly | 
people, lost people, you get to where you have no 


scornful.” 


company, 


their yoke with 
the ungodly. 


conscience about sin; then you run with outbroken 
sinners; then you scoff at the Bible and oppose 
those who stand for God and the Bible. 

Read it again. “Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 


What a happy, blessed man it is who does not 
run with bad company, that is, with unconverted 
with wicked men and those who are 
scornful about God and the Bible. 

Take some cases in the Bible—cases of good 
men, Christian people, saved people, godly people 
who fell into serious trouble and sin because of 


unbelievers, their fellowship with 


Old Testament Scriptures Were Very Clear 
in Forbidding Union of Believers 
and Unbelievers 


The Old Testament has much to say about it. 


, I call your attention to Deuteronomy, chapter 22, 


and verses 9, 10, 
(Continued on page 7) 


11: “Thou shalt not sow thy vine- 
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Church Gambling Ve 
A new low in religious publish- 
ing circles was reached recently 
when the parish magazine of the 
Church of St. Mary’s-on-the-Quay 
in Bristol, England, devoted a sec- 
tion of the paper to presenting 
“racing tips.” The editor, Phillip 
Golden, excused and condoned his 
actions by saying, “One must keep 
abreast of the times.” The Amer- 
ican newspaper that reported the 
incident titled its item: “No 
Worse than Bingo.” 


The American editor was right, 
gambling is gambling no matter 
what form it takes. However, the 
fact that one form of gambling is 
no worse than another would 
hardly be counted justification for 
evil. Horse racing and_ bingo 
(called “Housie Housey” in Eng- 
land) are wrong and the church 
which participates in either has 
lost its purpose for existence. 

Po *” 


Death and the Drinking 
Driver 


Michigan’s secretary of state, 
James M. Hare, declared that 
“drinking” is “the primary prob- 
lem” to blame for that state’s 
increase in traffic deaths. His 
statement was made in response 
to a request by Governor Williams 
to explain the reason for the 
“alarming” traffic toll on Wolv- 
erine highways. 

Speaking of drinking and death, 

(Continued on page 4) | 
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A Star in Her Craoun 


\ 


Dorothy liked roller-skating, ice- 
skating, biking and parties. She 
liked to paint, draw, and even 
make model airplanes, boats and 
railroad cars with her older broth- 
er. Oh, yes, Dorothy liked to sing 
too, and every Sunday afternoon 
she sang solos on a_ children’s 
Christian radio program in Chi- 
cago. 

There was something, though, 
that Dorothy lked even better 
than all these—her piano. When 
mother called, she immediately 
left whatever she was doing and 
hurried to the piano. In fact, many 
times she went to the piano of her 
own accord. Did you ever hear of 
such a thing? And she really prac- 
ticed. She didn’t have one eye on 
the clock and the other on the 
keyboard. 

Dorothy had a very dear friend, 
Norma, who liked the piano as 
much as she did. When they play- 
ed at recitals it was hard to tell 
which girl did better. Their teach- 
er, Miss Langston, was proud of 
her two star pupils. 

But there was one big difference 


between Dorothy and Norma: 
Dorothy loved the Lord Jesus 
Christ with all her heart, and 


Norma was a little Jewish girl 
whose parents didn’t believe that 
Jesus is the Son of God. They said 
Norma could play with Dorothy 
and walk to school with her, but 
she must never listen to the things 
Dorothy said about Jesus. 

Norma didn’t always mind her 
mother and father, and because 
they told her not to listen to stor- 
les about Jesus, she was curious 
about them. So nearly every day 
she and Dorothy taiked about the 
Lord Jesus. One day they would 
talk about the angels singing at 
His birth and telling the shepherds 
where the Baby was. Another day, 
Dorothy told about His healing a 


man. who was blind. Norma 
thought Jesus must be a very 
wonderful person to be able to 
do that. When Dorothy spoke 


about His dying on the cross Nor- 
ma, who was a very sympathetic 
girl, felt sorry for Him. But Dor- 
othy did not forget to tell Nor- 
ma Jesus is alive and is in heaven 
with His Father. 

Often at night Norma would lie 
in bed and think and think about 
the things Dorothy had told her, 
and wonder if they were true. 
They sounded wonderful, and 
Dorothy never told lies about any- 
thing. 

One day in early spring, Dor- 
othy waited in front of Norma’s 
house to walk to school with her. 


All of a sudden the front door 
burst open and Norma, as excit- 
ed as could be, ran to Dorothy 
saying, “Did Miss Langston tell 
you about the big recital down- 
town? They are going to give a 
real silver cup to the junior boy or 
girl that plays the piano best.” 
“Yes, she told me, and I’m 
thrilled as I can be,” replied Dor- 
othy. “I’m going to practice and 
practice and practice. There is 
nothing I ever wanted more in my 
life than I want that silver cup.” 
“I’m going to practice and prac- 
tice too,’ said Norma. ‘What if 
we both win it? What will we 


«yy? 


do? 


“Only one can win it. Miss 
Langston said so. She said the 
judges would be sure to know that 
one player was at least a tiny hit 
better than another. I’m a little 
bit afraid of big crowds of people, 
because I’m so used to singing to 
small groups in the studio; but 
I’lt do just what I do on Sundays 
when I sing on the program. I'll 
ask Jesus to keep me from being 
afraid and He’ll do it,” said Dor- 
othy. 

“I don’t have any Jesus to help 
me. I wish I did have though,” 
said Norma without thinking. 

“Do you really, Norma? He'll 
help you, if you only ask Him.” 

“Don’t be silly, Dorothy. None of 
my people need or want your 
Je@Sus.”’ 

“But you just said you wish 
you knew Jesus,” 

“It just slipped out. 
mean it.” 

“But you must have thought it, 
Norma, or you wouldn’t have said 
it. You know, I pray for you every 
night. I’d do anything if you’d just 
love Jesus.” 

“Would you give up_the recital? 
I could win the silver cup easy if 
you weren’t there. You know very 
well that you and I are two of the 
best piano players for our age in 
the whole city,” said Norma, full 
of self-confidence. 

“Oh, Norma, I couldn’t give up 
the recital! Miss Langston wouldn’t 
hear of it, and you know it.” 


“You don’t need to bring Miss 
Langston into it,’ said Norma in 
a mean tone of voice. “You Chris- 
tians are all alike. You say you'll 
do anything for Jesus, but when 
youre asked to do just one little 
thing, you say Miss So-and-So or 
Mr. So-and-So wouldn’t like it.” 

“Don’t say that, Norma, I—’ 
but Norma had flung up her head 

(Continued on page 10) 
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‘| church, 


| | portion, 
~A\nswered 


by > 
The Edilor 


Should a Christian attend a 
circus? 


ANSWER: I do not see anything 
about the circus that makes it so 
I would feel impressed it is neces- 
sarily wrong for anyone to attend. 
The Hollywood movies are wrong 
because of so many bad situations 
in the movies which glorify lust 
and drink and teach people to fol- 
low the example of the immoral 
Hollywood stars. So I can say that 
I think a Christian ought not to 
attend the Hollywood movies. I 
can say that the dance is wrong 
because it definitely stimulates 
lust and encourages too intimate 
contact between men and women 
who are not married. But I. do 
not see that there is anything so 
definitely and clearly marked 
which is wrong in a circus. 

Now it might be that in some 
circuses there would appear wo- 
men without enough clothes on 
or something else that would be 
suggestive or hurtful, but my im- 
pression is that most circuses do 
not have that kind of thing. I 
think that the wild animals, the 
clowns, the acrobatic feats are 
legitimate matters of entertain- 
ment, 


The Bible has a rule about such 
ere where some Christians see 


> 


no harm in a certain practice and 
where it is not clearly forbidden 
in the Bible and where other 
Christians do not see harm in it. 
In Romans 14:1-6 is the following 
Scripture : 

‘Him that is weak in the faith 
receive ye, but not to doubtful 
disputations. For one believeth 
that he may eat all things: anoth- 
er, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let 
not him that eateth despise him 
that eateth not; and let not him 
which eateth not judge him that 
eateth: for God hath received him.’ 
Who art thou that judgest another 
man’s servant? to his own master 
he standeth or falleth. Yea, he 
shall be holden up: for God is able 
to make him stand. One man es- 
teemeth one day above another: 
another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let every man be fully persuaded 
in his own mind. He that regard- 
eth the day, regardeth it unto the 
Lord: and he that regardeth not 
the day, to the Lord he doth not 
regard it. He that eateth, eateth 
to the Lord, for he giveth God 
thanks: and he that eateth not, 
to the Lord he eateth not, and 
giveth God thanks.” 


You note that one who eats 
meat is not to despise’ someone 
else who eats only vegetables. And 
one who thinks it is wrong to eat 
meat but eats only vegetables is 
not to despise the man who differs 
with him. One man ‘“esteemeth 
one day above another: another 
esteemeth every day alike.” Some 
men want to honor Christ at 
Christmas and Easter, other people 
do not think that is wise. All right, 
let every man be persuaded in his 
own mind and then not judge other 
people and not make _ divisions 
among God’s people over such dif- 
ferences of opinion. 


SIMPLE SERMONS FROM 
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, two vol- 
umes by Dr. W. Herschel Ford, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of 
El Paso, Texas, with introduction 
by Dr. Robert G. Lee. The first 
volume on the first nine chapters 
of John has. eighteen sermons; the 
second volume has twenty ser- 
mons. Here is warm gospei preach- 
ing, not dry teaching, and yet the 
sermons are true to the Scriptures, 
and preach through the Gospel of 
John. They should be especially 
helpful to teachers and preachers. 
They expound the Scriptures wise- 
ly in interesting language, and 
with heart-warming illustrations. 
Dr. Ford is fundamentally sound, 
is premillennial, evangelistic. As 
Dr. Lee in the introduction says, 
“His sermons from the Gospel of 
John, simple and sensible and 
scriptural, bear the marks of in- 
telligence, compassion, and a spir- 
itual passion for the unsaved.” 

Two nice clothbound volumes, 
Zondervan Publishing House, $2.56 
per volume, the set $5. 


FIVE GREAT QUESTIONS OF 
THE BIBLE by W. A. Criswell, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, 
Dallas. These five questions are: 
1. Am I My Brother’s Keeper? 2. 
If a Man Die, Shall He Live 
Again? 3. What Shall I Do Then 
with Jesus Which Is Called Christ? 
4. What Must I Do to Be Saved? 
». How Shall We Escape, If We 
Neglect So Great Salvation? They 
were preached in pre-Easter ser- 
vices in a large downtown theatre 
in Dallas. There are fifty-five 
pages, clothbound, $1.25, Zonder- 
van Publishing House. 


HOW TO BOOST YOUR 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE by Rev. 
Jack Hyles, pastor of Miller Road 
Baptist Church, Garland, Texas. 

Here are eleven chapters on 
building a_ great soul-winning 
including “How to Get 
People to Visit,” “How to Organize 
a Visitation Program,” “How to 
Win a Soul to Jesus.” There are 
special unique plans for “big days 
and special occasions;” and chap- 
ter six on “A Realistic Approach 
to an Evangelistic Preaching Ser- 
vice” is valuable beyond price. 


In five years the Miller Road 
Baptist Church in Garland. grew 
from 92 members with an annual 
budget of $3,000 to 3,400 members 
and a budget of $182,000 annually. 
The property value grew from 
$6,000 to half a million dollars. 


Last year this church baptized 
more than 700 new converts. 


This paper-bound volume of 
ninety-nine pages is intensely in- 
teresting and practical and help- 
ful, and we recommend it heartily. 
Zondervan Publishing House, $1.50. 


THE TORNADO IN THE SKY, 
A Prophetic Study by T. W. Wil- 
lingham, brief and emphatic chap- 
ters, striking. language, on the 
Second Coming. We do not agree 
that any man can know approxi- 
mately when Christ will return, 
or that there are any signs by 
which a man can tell the approach 
of the end of the age. Paper bind- 
ing, beautifully printed, seventy- 
two pages. $1. Beacon Hill Press. 


BIBLE CLASS EXPOSITIONS 
ON MARK by Alexander Maclar- 
en. Here are seventeen chapters 
or lessons in exposition of the 
Gospel of Mark, by the famous 
English preacher, Maclaren. These 
chapters first used in the Sunday 
School Times, published in 1908 
in book form, are now republished 
by Zondervan Brothers. 247 pages, 
hard binding, $2.50. 


THE FURNACE OF AFFLIC- 
TION: How God Through Suffer- 
ing Develops Christian Character, 
by William S. Deal, introduction 
by John R. Church, Methodist 
evangelist. There are eleven chap- 
ters, and this is a new 
bound edition, eighty pages, of a 
book which has proven a blessing. 
Zondervan Publishers, $1. 


GUIDEBOOK FOR NEW 
CHRISTIANS by George Sweet- 
ing. Here is a fine discussion and 
helpful instruction for young con- 
verts about how to grow in grace, 
the Holy Spirit, prayer, Bible read- 
ing, assurance, and the church. 
Eight chapters, sixty-two pages, 
paper binding, Zondervan Publish- 
ers, $1. 


SEVEN SWORDS and Other 
Sermons by Dr. Robert G. Lee, of 
Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, 
Tennessee. Five strong sermons by 
this anointed, scholarly, gifted, 
persuasive Southern Baptist 
preacher. They are blessed, tre- 
mendous' messages, and all who 
are acquainted with the works of 
this great man will want to read 
them. 120 pages, hard binding, 
Zondervan Publishers, $2. ° 


WHEN GOD INVADED HIs- 
TORY AND OTHER MESSAGES, 
by Dr. Guy D. Newman, president 
of Howard Payne College, Browns- 
ville, Texas, with an introduction 
by Dr. W. R. White, president of 
Baylor University. Here are schol- 
arly and reverent sermons by a 
learned and good man. Sometimes 
we feel the writer lacks discern- 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Millions of ss 
Ukrainians Need 
the Gospel 


By the Editor 


It is a joy for this editor to be 
on the Ukrainian Baptist Mission. 
ary Society, Incorporated. Our 
friend, Rev. Stephen Nischik, ig 
director. 

There are eight million Ukrain. 
lans in the free world, that is, in 
Canada, the United States, South 
America, and in free Europe. Since 
the Ukraine has been absorbed in 
Russia behind the Iron Curtain, 
the chance for missionary work 
within the Ukraine itself is great. 
ly limited. However, Ukrainian 
Christians, particularly Ukrainian 
Baptists in the United States and 
Canada, have contacts with in- 
dividual Christian leaders whom 
they know personally behind the 
Iron Curtain, and some Christian 
literature is being sent into Po. 
land and on into the Ukraine be.- 
hind the Iron Curtain. 


There are missionaries toc the 
Ukrainians in South America and 
elsewhere, who do not have full 
support and cannot work full time 
among their own people. There is 
great need for Christian literature. 
This editor’s book, Prayer—Ask- 
ing and Receiving, has been trans- 
lated and is. now being printed in 
the Ukrainian language, and there 
is great need for it in the Dis- 
placed Persons camp and among 
other Ukrainian Christians. There 
is a Ukrainian Baptist Bible In- 
stitute in Canada training work- 
ers. 

However, the greatest immedi- 
ate opportunity for missionary 
work. among Ukrainians is in the 
United States and Canada, Argen- 
tina and Brazil, and in the Dis- 
placed Persons camps of the 
Ukrainian Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. 

Besides Ukrainian Christian 
leaders on the board, this editor 
serves with Dr. Lee Roberson, Dr. 
F. J. Miles. Dr. H. H. Savage of 
First Baptist Church, Pontiac, and 
others. 

The Ukrainian Baptist Mission- 
ary Society is really an independ- 
ent faith missionary society, al- 
though it has the co-operation and 
support of Ukrainian Baptists. 

I suggest that readers who 
would like to know more about 
this great missionary work write 
for the little book, This Js My 
Story, by Rev. Stephen Nischik. 
Here in ten chapters he telis the 
fascinating story of his work as 
a Baptist preacher in the Ukraine, 
then his arrest and the period as 
a slave laborer in Germany, then 
his release, and the marvelous 
way God has answered prayer and 
helped him in the ~gospel work. I 
suggest that you send 50c for this 
attractive and interesting book, 
and pray for the Ukrainian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

. Remember that you may have 
further information, freely, by 
writing Rev. Stephen Nischik, the 


‘Ukrainian Baptist Missionary 50- 


ciety, 8937 Asbury Park, Detroit 
28, Michigan. 

Pray for this faith missionary 
work. 


PRAADAAAARARAARAAALA PALL LDS LLL"? : 


Laying or Lying? 


Two men got into an animated 
argument over which is right, gra- 
matically, to say, “The hen 1s 
setting,’ or “The hen ts sitting. 
Each contended that he was right, 
and both showed a ready. dispost- 
tion to prove he was right with 
fistic blows. Finally reason ob- 
tained. They agreed to go to Farm- 
er Brown, and put the question to 
him. Hearing the matter, Farmer 
Brown guffawed heartily. Then, 
he said rather contemptuously, 
“Men, when I see a hen in such 
a position on a nest, I don't ask 
whether she is sitting, or setting. I 
only ask, ‘Is she LAYING, or is 
she LYING?’ ”’ 


* 


—W. B. K. 
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Tennessee Baptist Churches 
Recognized Fully Autonomous 


Court Decides Against Southern Baptist Leaders Who Say 
Church Cannot Own Its Own Property Unless It 
Co-operates With Convention Program 


By the Editor - 


Sometime ago we received a 
news report from the Evensville 
Baptist Church, Evensville, Ten- 
nessee, that the Tennessee Court 
of Appeals, Eastern Tennessee, 
had reversed the Rhea County 
Chancery Court decision taking 
the property from the First Bap- 
tist Church after they had voted 
to withdraw from the Baptist As- 
sociation and Convention. 


Many will remember that this 
matter of the autonomy of a loca! 
Baptist church came up in the 
Rocky Mount case. There a church 
by a-big majority voted to with- 
draw from the State Convention. 
Southern Baptist leaders were 
brought in from far and near, who 
on the stand swore that a church 
ceased to be a Baptist church 
when it ceased to co-operate with 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
and that therefore, it now had no 
right to the building which it had 
built itself! The court, presided 
over by a non-Baptist, ruled in 
favor of the denominational bosses, 
took the property away from the 
local church and gave it to a mi- 
nority who agreed to support the 
Convention. 

That scandal has been echoing 
throughout the South, particularly 
in North Carolina, since that time. 

Denominational leaders have 
made a fight to frighten churches 
by taking away their church prop- 
erty, if possible, when they cease 
to support and co-operate with the 
Convention. 

Chancery Court ruled against 
the Evensville Baptist Church, but 
on appeal the Court of Appeals in 
Tennessee reversed the decision 
and restored the church its prop- 
erty. So now, in Tennessee, it is 
the law that a local Baptist church 
can own its Own property and 
can maintain it whether it votes to 
co-operate for a time with the 
Convention or votes to withdraw 
that co-operation from a conven- 
tion. 

We are glad to publish here a 
digest from the South Western 
Reporter, a report sent by the 
present pastor, Rev. Benny Mil- 
ler, 

of ad % 
COURT DECIDES THE 

CASE OF THE EVENS- 
VILLE BAPTIST CHURCH; 

VICTORY FOR BAPTIST 

AUTONOMY 

The Evensville Baptist Church 
(Evensville, Tenn.) which was or- 
ganized in the early part of 1950 
and was received that fall into the 
Tenn. Valley Baptist Association, 
held a regularly called congrega- 
tional meeting in March, 1955, at 
which time Rev. G. N. Francis, 
pastor at that time,. was modera- 
tor of the business meeting. The 
majority, for many reasons, voted 
to withdraw from the Tenn. Val- 
Jey Baptist Association (which al- 
so implied withdrawing from the 
Tenn. Baptist Convention and the 
southern Baptist Convention) and 
to discontinue future contributions 
to the Co-operative Program, a 
procedure of giving used by the 
Convention churches, 

A minority group in this church 
not only opposed this move, but 
also filed suit against the majority 
group in the Chancery Court of 
Rhea Co., Tenn. for the exclusive 


_use of the church property. This 


case is styled: Milton Beard, et al, 


complainants vs. Rev, G. N, Fran- 
cis, et al, defendants. Attorney 
for the complainants: O. W. Mc- 
Kenzie, Dayton, Tenn. Attorneys 
for the defendants: Hugh C. Gal- 
lagher, Dayton, Tenn., and J. 
Ralph Tedder, Rockwood, Tenn. 


The complainants charged the 
defendants with departing from 
the true faith and purpose of the 
church, since defendants had re- 
fused to participate in the Co-op- 
erative Program of the Southern 
Baptist Convention and, therefore, 
the complainants constitute the 
church’s only authentic member- 
ship and are entitled to the ex- 
clusive use of its property. 

The defendants admit they pre- 
fer to give their money directly 
and insist that giving through the 
Co-operative Program is only a 
procedure of giving and has noth- 


| ing to do with Baptist belief or 


doctrine, to which they profess 
complete adherence. They insist 
they are still Baptists and that in 
fact, there is no such thing as a 
Southern Baptist Church, each af- 
filiating church_being completely 
autonomous and independent. 


In the Chancery Court, Rhea 
Co., July, . 1956,.: thé Hon. H.-J. 
Garrett decided the case without 
the benefit of the unreported case 
of Beasely vs. Gregory. “He found 
that refusal of defendants to par- 
ticipate in the Co-operative Pro- 
eram constituted such a deviation 
from accepted usages, practices 
and beliefs. that they no longer 
constitute the true congregation of 
the Evensville Baptist Church and 
that complaints alone are entitled 
to use of the church property.” 
(Quoted from par. 1, p. 789,309 
South Western Reporter, 2nd Ser- 
ies) 

On July 9, 1957, the Eastern 
Section of the Court of Appeals of 
Tenn., P. J. McAmis, presiding 
judge, reversed the Chancellor’s 
decree and’ dismisse& the case. 
This court held that a minority 
group in a Baptist church is en- 
tled to have majority enjoined 
church property only when there 
has been a departure from the 
original doctrines and beliefs. The 
Court found that the majority by 
their actions had not departed 
from the fundamental principles, 
practices, and doctrines, and 
therefore, the minority of the 
church membership were not enti- 
tiled to have majority enjoined 
from using church property. The 
Court also held that a local Bap- 
tist Church is free to join or not to 
join, or to withdraw, without con- 
flict, from any and all associations 
of churches. The Court also noted 
that according to the plea of the 
complainants, every time a Baptist 
church stops co-operating it ceases 
to be a Baptist church and in re- 
suming co-operation it would be 
necessary to reorganize the church, 
which is not done. The Court de- 
cided thus: “The proof shows with- 
out substantial dispute that, under 
Baptist polity and practice, each 
congregation is free of all control 
by any higher ecclesiastical au- 
thority.” (par. 5, p. 789 op. cit.) 

The Court further decided ‘“‘that 
if co-operation was intended to be 
a fundamental tenet and belief of 
Baptist churehes, some mention 
would have been made of it in 


(Continued on-page 7) 
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EDITOR'S Notes 


by John R. Rice 


This is written on Saturday 
morning, January 10. This after- 
noon I take a plane along with 
Evangelist Walt Handford, and 
my daughter Joy, who will sing for 
the conferences at Winston-Salem, 
Durham, and Wilson, North Caro- 
lina. After eight days in North 
Carolina, Joy will return to her 
office work in Wheaton. Evangel- 
ist Handford goes to a _ revival 
campaign in Georgia. I go on to 
Jacksonville, Flé@da, Trinity Bap- 
tist Church, for four days with 
Rev. Bob Gray, then to West Palm 
Beach, Florida, with Brother Lam- 
erson and the West Side Baptist 
Church for four days. Then home 
for a few days between Sundays, 
and .back to Garland, Texas, 
Springfield, Missouri, and one-day 
conferences with Dr. Bob Jones 
in Washington, D.C., and other 
eastern states. 


I will take along a dictating 
machine, a lot of letters to answer, 
and will try to do gome dictation, 
besides speaking Gn average of 
twice a day or more. I will keep 
in touch with the office by daily 
mail and by long-distance calls 
several times a week. How I need 
the prayers of those who love me! 
I have more work than I can do 
unless God in mercy breathes upon 
me to give wisdom and Holy Spirit 
power, and a daily refreshing of 
mind and body. Will you pray? 


That Big Conference at 
Garland, Texas! 


We expect great blessings in 
the Sword of the Lord Conference 
at Miller Road Baptist Church, 
Garland, Texas, February 1-6. My, 
what an array of helpers who will 
be speaking there: Dr. Lee Rob- 
erson; Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.; Dr 
Myron Cedarholm, director of 
Conservative Baptists; Dr. Tom 
Malone, great evangelistic pas- 
tor and seminary president of 
Pontiac; and Pastor Jack Hyles, 
along with Evangelist Walt Hand- 
ford ‘and this editor. Mrs. Grace 
MacMullen, my daughter, will be 
with me for special music. What 
a time of waiting on God, stirring 
hearts for revival, studying the 
plans of soul winning, visitation, 
and Sunday School and Church 
building! May God breathe upon 
us in mighty power at Garland. 


Rooms will be provided for out- 
of-town pastors, missionaries and 
evangelists. Join Christian wore 
ers from southwestern states ther 
February 1-6. 


Spurgeon’s 20-volume Set of 
Sermons Free With 30 
Subscriptions 


Many, many people say. that 
Charles Spurgeon, the great Eng- 
lish preacher, was the _ greatest 
preacher since the Apostle Paul. 
His printed sermons have been 
more in public demand, we think, 
than any other sermons ever 
printed in the history of the 
world. When Spurgeon lived, they 
were printed each week as a regu- 
lar feature of daily newspapers in 
England, America, and Australia. 
In book form they have _ been 
printed in hundreds of thousands 
of copies and have probably in- 
fluenced . evangelical preachers 
more than the printed sermons of 
any other man. 


The Spurgeon Sermons _§ are 
printed in a 20-volume memorial 
set. We bought three hundred sets, 
and have a few sets left. 


Each volume has about four 
hundred pages. The first nineteen 
volumes contain about four hund- 
red full-length sermons. The 
twentieth volume is a _ biography 
of Spurgeon. The regular price of 
the set is $59. We are able to of- 
fer the entire set of Spurgeon’s 
Sermons, 20 large clothbound vol- 
umes, free with 30 yearly sub- 
scriptions to THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp at the regular price of $3 a 
year ($3.50 per year in Canada and 
foreign countries). 


Here is a good opportunity for 
a pastor to get this set of Spur- 
geon’s Sermons for himself. Or 
better yet, it is an opportunity 
for a men’s class or young people’s 
society to get subscriptions and 


get the sermons for the pastor, 
or for a Sunday School library. 


Or here is a good opportunity to 
take subscriptions in a revival and 
get a set of Spurgeon’s Sermons. 


The subscriptions need not all|) Pie 


be sent in at one time, just so it 
is clearly marked that you want 


credit toward a set of Spurgeon’s ey 


Sermons. They must be sent 
soon because we only have a few 
sets and when these are gone, 
there may be no others available 
at this price, or perhaps at any 
price. 

Let us hear from you soon if you 
will undertake to get 30 subscrip- 
tions at the regular subscription 
price, and earn this set of Spur- 
geon’s Sermons. The books will 
not be sent until all the cash is 
in our hands, of course. 


“It Ought to Have Been 
First,” She Said 

You will be blessed with this 
great award-winning sermon by 
Dr. Monroe Parker, president of 
Pillsbury College, as published in 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD this week. 
A Christian worker who read it 


complained to me, “That sermon, 


ought to have won first place.” 
Well, the truth is that some read- 
er, blessed and inspired, will think 
the same about every one of the 
ten award-winning sermons we are 
publishing from the Sword Evan- 
gelistic Sermon Contest! We be- 
lieve that God has fitted each one 
of the sermons to the need of some 
particular group of sinners, and 
that souls will be won to Christ 
by each of them. Be sure to have 
unsaved friends read the sermon, 
“Ye Would Not,” by Dr. ‘Monroe 
Parker. | 

And again let us remind you 
with a question: Where else in the 
world would you find high-grade 
sermons like these published in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD? The fin- 
est sermons written in this genera- 
tion, as well as the greatest ser- 
mons of the past, are published 
in THE SwWorD OF THE LORD, Ameri- 
ca’s foremost revival weekly. 


Why Not Have Our Broadcast 
on Radio in Your City? 

It is a thrill to read the letters 
coming in from those who have 
heard our broadcast, “The Voice 
of Revival,’ on radio stations all 
over America. How we wish that 
every person in America could 
hear these broadcasts, the Bible 
preaching, the fervent appeals, the 
remarkable, heart-warming and in- 
spiring singing! 

Could you see that this half- 
hour weekly broadcast is aired on 
the radio station in your city? In 
some cases stations would like to 
present the program as a sustain- 
ing program without cost. But in 
most cases a local church or a 


‘ttew Christians could agree to pay 


the broadcasting fee. We could 
furnish regularly the broadcast re- 
corded on tapes ahead of time, 
mailed regularly to your radio sta- 
tion if you could make some local 
arrangements. Would you like to 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“| want to tell you something you will 
rejoice to hear. 

“Yesterday | visited Mr. Jess Sewell in 
the Erlanger Hospital here in our city. After 
talking with him, | prayed with him, then 
took his hand‘and asked, ‘Are you a Chris- 
tian?’ 

“He said he was not, so spoke to him 
of the saving power of Christ, urging him 
to receive the Saviour then and there. He 
began fo weep. Right there in that hospital 
bed he trusted the Lord Jesus. | learned 
right after that that he had been reading 
your wonderful little tract, ‘WHAT MUST | 
DO TO BE SAVED?’ It was lying on the 
table. | picked it up and urged him to 
sign his name on the decision blank at the 
back, He did. 

“He is 42 years old. The man in the 
next bed almost shouted. He said he had 
been praying for that very thing. 

“| heard the voice of Dr. Lee Roberson 
in the hall, and when he walked by the 
door, | called him in. He encouraged the 
man to live for the Lord. | told him about 
your tract and the way the Lord had used 
it, and he suggested | write you about this. 

“A few years ago | gave this same tract 
to a young man who needed the Lord, It 
was only a few days later that he came to 
know the Lord Jesus, and today is in one 
of our seminaries preparing to preach the 
Gospel.” . 

(Signed) Rev. Orman Norwood, Pastor 
King’s Point Baptist Church 
East Chattanooga, Tennessee 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


EVANGELIST JACK VAN 
IMPE with his wife, Rexella, of 
14 Gage Street, Pontiac 16, Mich- 
igan, held a Tri-County Baptist 
Fellowship United Tent Crusade 
south of Corning, New York, 
August 17 through Labor Day of 
this year. Rev. Elmer Pitcher, 
pastor of the Monterey Baptist 
Church of Beaver Dams, New 
York, has just now written to 
report this meeting. A tent seat- 


small and a 40-foot section had 
to be added the last few nights. 
During the meeting there were 78 
souls saved, 61 restorations, and 
many dedications of life. 


help sponsor this broadcast in your 
town and area? If so, plan among 
your friends and write Editor John 
R. Rice, The Voice of Revival, Box 


420, Wheaton, Illinois. 


I quote from a letter just re- 
ceived from a minister of the Gos- 
pel who is doing a great work as 
pastor of a church in a Midwestern 
state. This fine young minister of 
the Gospel writes, “It is now about 
five years since I graduated from 
Bob Jones University. I do not 
suppose it is too late for me to let 
you -know what an impact these 
years spent at Bob Jones Univer- 
sity made on my life and ministry. 
We continually thank God for the 
training received there. If the 
Lord tarries, we someday will 
send you our three little girls.” 
You -folks will be interested to 
know that we have had the most 
wonderful letters in recent weeks 
from our former students that we 
have ever had. More than 90 per 
cent of our graduates who are 
scattered throughout all the states 
and in many foreign countries are 
standing truexThey are soul win- 
ners, They are not compromising 
with modernism. They are well 
trained and equipped to work for 
God, 


Now, you folks who have pray- 


have had a part in this work. 
Please keep praying for us. We 
believe God brought Bob Jones 
University into existence and 
trained it for this day. We are 
not going to compromise. We are 
going to be true to the Lord and 
to His Word. Now, remember, we 
need money very much for the 
next few weeks. We have a build- 
ing under construction, and we do 
not want any debt on it when it 
gets through. You can send us 
some money to help us with this 
work. Oh, yes, here is another 
thing. You can help us train more 
orthodox, uncompromising, Chris- 
tian leaders in all walks of life by 
helping us select the right kind 
of students from your community. 
Thank you, and God bless fou. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 


BOB: JONES. UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, AE be 
(Advertisement) 
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-Here’s the Answer .. . 


Why God Has So Widely Used 
PRAYER—ASKING AND RECEIVING! 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 


175,000 copies now in print 


Dr. Harold S, Laid voiced the opinion of thousands when 
he wrote, “It is the most comprehensive book on prayer 
that I have ever read. IT TELLS THE READER WHAT 
GOD HAS TO SAY ABOUT PRAYER, This is undoubtedly 
the principal reason why God has been pleased to use it so 
widely. It has been a peculiar blessing in my own life, because 
it treats the subject in such a practical way. It has been a 
real stimulant to me.” . 


Dr. Laid is Right! 


It tells the reader what God has to say about the nature of 
prayer! Four chapters are devoted to a Bible ex- 
planation of prayer. They are: “The Answer to 
Prayer Is Receiving,” “A Prayer-Hearing God,” 
“Why Pray?” “Prayer Is Asking.” 


It tells the reader what God has to say about what to pray for! 
The five chapters discussing this are entitled, “Pray- 
ing for Daily Bread,” “Asking Bread for Sinners,” 
“Praying for Healing,” “Praying for Healing, Con- 
tinued,” and “Pray For Anything and Everything 
You Want.” 


It tells the reader what God has to say about how to pray! 
“Praying in the Will of God,” “Definite Praying,” 
“ ‘Have Faith in God,” and “Just Pray” are the 
chapters dealing with this. 


It tells-the reader what God has to say about persistence in 
prayer! Two lengthy chapters, ‘Praying Through,” 
and “Why Fast and Pray?” show the importance of 
long continued supplications and waiting on God 
‘until the answer comes. : 


It tells the reader what God has to say about the limitless 
possibilities of prayer! Three chapters entitled, “Big 
Prayers to an Almighty God,” “Does God Work 
Miracles Today?” and “Miracles Today, Continued,” 
show from the Scripture why Christians should ex- 
pect outstanding things from an omnipotent Lord. 


It tells the reader what God has to say about sin and prayer! 
Three chapters, two of them about “Hindrances to 
Prayer” and one entitled- “The Sin of Prayerless- 
ness,” complete this Bible manual of a vital theme. 
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Box 420 


Wheaton, Illinois 


. AVE up to 40% on your 

= Automobile Insurance 
For Drivers: Ages 18 — 75 ® Safe Drivers ® Total Abstainers 
PIII III AAI AA AAA ASDA AAA AAS SAA AISA AAAS SAIS SSAA AAAI AI AIK 
Fill out and mail Name = 
Address City State 


Age of all drivers :. 2 KA 4. 5. 


Any Accidents during past 5 Years? If yes, send details. 

Use of Car: Pleasure__._. Work__.. Miles one way___. Business___- 
No. Cars in Household 
My Auto Insurance Expires Month 


‘Make Year____ Body Type._-- 
Motor No. : 


rae Occupation 


Check Coverage Desired 
[| Liability 5-10-5 or other limits 
[] Medical Pay $500 
[-] Comprehensive 
[-] Collision $50 Deductible 
[] Collision $100 Deductible 


ABSTAINERS — Auto Policy 
NATIONAL SAVINGS INSURANCE COMPANY 
Dept. 88 Oklahoma City 6, Oklahoma 


("| Please send me rates as checked. 

[_] If YOU meet these qualifications, check 
here and we will protect you with these 
coverages, effective for 10 days from 
the postmark of this application. There 


is no obligation to take out insurance. 


Book Reviews 
(Continued from page 2) 


ment when he speaks of bringing 


in the kingdom and seems to have | 


no understanding of the premil- 
lennial coming of Christ, and also 
when he quotes E. Stanley Jones. 
But the book is thought-compell- 
ing, and worth more than usual 
to the thoughtful reader. 119 
pages, eleven sermons, Zondervan 
Publishing Company, hard binding, 
$2. 


THE PASTOR IN PROFILE by 
Adolph Bedsole, pastor of Imman- 
uel Baptist Church in Panama 
City, Florida. There are thirteen 
chapters. The author says, “The 
writer has tried #® focus a spot- 
light on a few juicy morsels in an 
effort to stimulate the preacher 
to search his. own soul for other 
ministerial disease germs. It is a 
series of ‘potshots’ at the little 
demons and the big devils that 
trouble a preacher within and har- 
ass him and his church without. 
An effort has been made to take 
the starch out of stuffed shirts 
without doing injury to the men 
of the cloth, 

“This satirical treatment of a 
few of the blunders of preachers 
has been done because there seems 
to be a definite need for such an 
effort.” 

The viewpoint is that of a Bible- 
believing, but denominational- 
minded preacher. Interestingly, 
pungently written, but advises the 
preacher against preaching too 
strongly on sin, and against leav- 
ing a denomination where modern- 
ism gets in control. Helpful, but 
recommended with reserve. Baker 
Book House, 166 pages, nice cloth 
board binding, $2.95. 


LIGHT IN THE DARK VAL- 
LEYS, by Rev. Hugh R. Horne, 
pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, 
Sulphur, Oklahoma. There are ten 
chapters about God’s light for the 
valleys of suffering, sorrow, fear, 
sin, loneliness, doubt, temptation, 
discouragement, debt, uncertainty. 
The book is scriptural, beautiful 
reading, has many charming and 
heart-warming illustrations, has 


“Tq | Six pages of Scripture index. 121 


pages, nice cloth binding, Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company, $2. 


THAT CHURCH IN YOUR 


. LIFE by Rev. Rolta-*O; Swisher: 


Rev. W. Dale Oldham in the in- 
troduction says, “Every Christian, 
be he teacher, youth counselor, 
pastor, or other church leader, will 
welcome a volume which gets 
down to the basic needs of the 
spiritual community in such forth- 
right fashion.” There are thirteen 
short chapters on church mem- 
bership, responsibilities, love and 
service in the church, giving, on 
Christian home life, visitation, 
soul winning, etc. Readable, inter- 
esting, ninety-six pages, cloth- 
bound, $2.25, paper $1.25, The 
Warner Press. 


THE EPISTLES OF PAUL, A 
Translation and Notes by W. J. 
Conybeare. “This book embodies 
the translation of the Epistles of 
St. Paul together with the notes 
and comments as found in The 
Life and Epistles of St. Paul, by 
Conybeare and Howson.” The book 
from which this is taken has been 
valuable and prized for helpful 
scholarship for many years. Now 
this reprint by Baker Book House 
should be helpful too. Both the 
translation and notes are helpful 
in study of the fourteen epistles 
in the New Testament. 231 pages, 
substantially bound, Baker Book 
House, $2.50. 


BEYOND CONFORMITY, Ev- 
angelicals in Today’s Christian 


World, by W. Curry Mavis... The 


author calls himself an evangelical 
and defines evangelical Christian- 
ity as “the religious movement 
that emphasizes the need for spir- 
itual rebirth in the experience of 
conversion , .-. .’ That far it is 
good and fine. But the author 
seems unaware of deeper and 
foundation truths of the deity of 


Christ, His virgin birth, His bodily }- 


resurrection, His blood atonement, 
and the infallible inspiration of the 
Scriptures, without which there 
can be no real evangelical Chris- 
tianity. 

The author strangely quotes 
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Christian Century, Elton True- 
blood, Homrighausen, E. Stanley 
Jones, Kierkegaard, Henry P. Van 
Dusen, and others. Light and Life 
Press, 160 pages, $2.75. 


THE ROMANCE OF REDEMP- 
TION, The Love Story of Ruth 
and Boaz, by Dr. M. R. DeHaan. 
Here are twenty-four chapters on 
the book of Ruth as given in Dr. 
Dehaan’s broadcast, with lots of 
good Bible teaching. The book 
makes interesting reading, al- 
though we think that to make 
Ruth an inspired prophecy of God's 
dealing with the nation Israel and 
with the church, is not convincing. 
Happily, Dr. DeHaan is a sound 
and careful Bible student in the 
main, and so does not go far wrong 
in his prophetic teaching, general- 
ly, although we believe this teach- 
ing is not necessarily found in the 
book of Ruth. 


We do differ with the emphasis 
of Dr. DeHaan and many others, 
trying to produce signs that the 
end of the age is at hand. Dr. De- 
Haan says, “The time of reaping 
is almost over. The harvest is al- 
most done and soon the night of 
judgment will fall upon the wicked 
world, and God shall thrash the 
nations, for a long night of seven 
years judgment .. .’ Jesus is 
coming, but whether He will come 
soon or later no one knows. The 
Bible expressly and _ repeatedly 
says that we are not to set dates 
for Christ’s coming, for no one 
knows the day nor the hour, and 
that “it is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons, which the 
Father has put in his own power’ 
(Acts 1:7). There are 183 pages, 
Zondervan Brothers, $2.50. 


JONATHAN EDWARDS ON 
EVANGELISM. A digest in Ed- 
wards’ Own Words of His Ser- 
mons and Essays Which Are of 
Special Value for Evangelism in 
Our Time. Edited by J. C. Wolf. 

The book is interesting and 
valuable because it has, principally 
in Edwards’ own words, some of 
his teaching and preaching. The 
editor of the volume, Wolf, rather 
plays down Edwards’ strong 
preaching about sin and Hell. He 
says, “The effort to ‘scare people 
into salvation’ was the accepted 
homiletical approach,” and again, 
“The Enfield sermon |Sinners in 
the Hands of an Angry God}, and 
similar writings, do not reflect his 
true genius.” 

It will be agreed that Edwards 
had a great mind, and while he 
was not an evangelist to be com- 
pared with Moody, Torrey, Sam 
Jones, Billy Sunday, or even with 
Wesley and Spurgeon, in the num- 
ber of souls he won to Christ, he 
was a strong preacher and theo- 
logian and God led him in winning 
hundreds of souls. The book has 
137 pages, clothbound, $2, publish- 
ed by Eerdmans. 


SIR EDWARDS’ SERMON 
OUTLINES. Volume 5 in The 
World’s Great Sermons in Outline, 
selected and edited by Sheldon B. 
Quincer, Here are _ thirty-five 
model sermons by Jonathan Ed- 
wards. The thirty-five sermons 
take 164 pages, they are well 
worth study, and will give sug- 
gestions to preachers not only 
about sermons on the subjects dis- 
cussed, but on methods of outlin- 
ing. Eerdmans Publishers, $2.50. 


THY WORD IS TRUTH— 
Thoughts on the Biblical Doctrine 
of Inspiration, by Edward J. 
Young, professor of Old Testament 
at Westminster Theological Sem- 
inary. A remarkably strong and 
helpful volume on inspiration of 
the Bible. The’ author says, “De- 
spite all that is being said and 
has been said to the contrary, the 
doctrine of inspiration is of the 
utmost significance and impor- 
tance, If the Bible is not infallible, 
then we can be sure of nothing. 
The other doctrines of Christianity 
will then one by one go by the 
board. The fortunes 
tianity stand or fall with an in- 
fallible Bible. Attempts to evade 


this conclusion can only lead to 


self-deception.” 

There are eleven chapters, an 
index with names and subjects 
and an index with Scriptures 
used. The author comes with 
scholarly evidence, clear insight, 


and sharp plain words defending 


the verbal inspiration of the Bible. 
While the book does not claim to 
be “a technical theological trea- 
tise,” it is scholarly, documented, 
and very important. 287 large 
pages, price $3.50, Eerdmans Pub- 


i! lishers. 
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Incidents and — 
Illustrations 


(Continued from page 1) 


down in Sydney, Australia, a wid- 
ow marched into a “Men Only” 
drinking house and emptied a box 
of ashes on the bar before five 
of her late husband’s drinking 
companions. She said, “You want- 
ed him here all of the time. Well, 
here he is.” The ashes were those 
of her husband who had been 
found dying in a Sydney street a 
couple of weeks earlier! 
a” * 


* 

A Fool’s Wrath 
A 21-year-old “boy” in Dixon, 
Illinois, became so incensed with 
his automobile that he took a 
crank and smashed the windshield, 
the headlights, the side windows, 
and was beating away at the 
fenders when pohice restrained 
and arrested him. It was his own 
property, but it seems that there 
is a limit to what you can do with 
your own. The judge fined him 

$25 for “peace disturbance.” 


The above seems to be a fitting 
illustration of Proverbs 27:3, “A 
stone is heavy, and the sand 
weighty; but a fools wrath is 
heavier than them both.’ Temper 
tantrums benefit no one—at the 
age of 21 years or 21 months— 
unless it is the doctor who earns 
a sizable fee treating the victim’s 
ulcers! 

SY * * 


Mercy Denied 


A man being arraigned before 
Detroit Recorder’s Judge Paul E. 
Krause on a charge of begging, 
pleaded, “I beg for mercy, Judge.” 
Judge Krause replied, “You are a 
mighty poor beggar,” and prompt- 
ly proceeded to sentence him to 
five days in jail. 

How unlike the man who “smote 
upon his breast, saying, God be 
merciful to-me a sinner’ and then 
“went down to his house justified” 
(Luke 18:13, 14). God has mighty 
mercy available for every sinner 
who will beg Him for it. Yet, like 
the Detroit judge, when the pris- 
oner is brought into His court, 
opportunity for mercy will be for 
ever past. There will be no mercy 
manifested by God on the Great 
Judgment Morning. 

“Now is the day of salvation” 
(iI Cor: 6:2). 


* * * 


“Without Natural Affection” 


When I was in Kansas City, 
Kansas, recently in a revival cam- 
paign, a father of five assaulted 
his oldest daughter, a_ thirteen- 
year-old, while his wife was at 
work. After stooping to the low- 
est possible plane of human in- 
decency in such a criminal attack 
on his own flesh and blood, he 
fled the house, The girl was caring 
for the four younger children at 
the time of the attack which took 
place near the church where I 
was preaching. lag 

What an illustration this is of 
the scripfural teaching, “This 
know also, that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. For 
men shall be lovers of their own 
selves ... without natural affec- 
tion” (II Tim. 3:1-3). Yet, as im- 
possible as it might seem to some, 
God loves that father and would 
be willing to cleanse him of his 
sin if he would only turn by faith 
to the Saviour. The guarantee of 
John 3:16, “For God so loved the 
world,’ includes even such de- 
praved derelicts of humanity as 
this foolish father. How great His 
grace! 

* 7 * 
Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard: 


February 1-15: 


Bethel Baptist Church 
1244 Tod Avenue, N.W. 
Warren, Qhio 
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“Ye Would Not’ 
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and Lazarus in his bosom; and 
the rich man cried, “Father Ab- 
raham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am torment- 
ed in this flame’ (Luke 16:24). 

You know there are a lot: of 
wicked, Hell-deserving sinners, and 
some of tHem are _ sentimental, 
worldly-minded ministers who say 
that God is too good to send peo- 
ple to Hell, that His love pre- 
cludes such a place as the Hell 
of the Bible. I suppose they think 


they know more about love than 
He whose name is Love; than He 
who so loved the world that He 
gave Himself to die on a cruel 
cross and endured the infinite 
wrath of a holy God! I suppose 
they think they know more about 
love than He who was so filled 
with compassion that He cried to 
the weeping friends along the way 
as He bore the heavy wooden 
cross on His lacerated back, 
“Weep not for me, but weep for 
yourselves, and for your children” 
(Luke 23:28)! I suppose they 


How “The Power of Pentecost”’ 


Can Help You! 


DOES TT REALLY WORKS 


That’s what you really want to know about a book, isn’t 
it? Not how many pages, not how lovely a binding, but WILL 
IT REALLY WORK IN MY LIFE? 


A housewife doesn’t buy a new stove because its gleam- 
ing whiteness will make her kitchen so attractive. Nor does 
a man buy a new automobile because the seatcovers are a 
brilliant plaid. What he’s most concerned about is, WILL 


IT WORK? 


Take this book, The Power of Pentecost. We can tell you 
that Dr. John R. Rice waited for seventeen years to write the 
book, that he proved the things he writes about through 
seventeen long years of heart-searching, Bible study, and 
putting into practice—seeing God give soul-winning power, 
seeing thousands come to the Saviour. 


We can tell you that this book is logical, sane, restrained ; 
that it discusses carefully the Scriptures on controversies like 
“speaking with tongues” and “the fullness of the Spirit.” 
We can show that it is the same position the great evange- 
lists such as Moody, Torrey, and Chapman held. 


But what you really want to know is: WILL IT WORK 
FOR ME? Not my pastor—not for other Christian workers, 


but ME? The answer is yes! 


A Holland evangelist writes: “I thank my heavenly 


Father for such a book. 


.. 1 can tell you it was the answer 


to me, while there was still a cry in my heart, ‘How will 
I get a life by the power of God?’ And now I can tell you, 
during reading your book I saw the way and now really have 
the power of the Holy Spirit in my life.” —G, Ernste. 

Dr. W. A. Criswell, pastor First Baptist Church, Dallas: 
“,. Your messages have filled my heart and blessed my life. 


Thank you again and again. Oh, that I might know the bap- 
tism of the Spirit-in all the fullness of the meaning of the 


word!’’ 


Surely it is worth $3.50 to learn how to have the power 
of God in your life! Why not order a copy today and find out 
for yourself what the fullness of the Holy Spirit in your life 


Can mean. 


CHAPTER TITLES: 


1. The Lost Secret—Power 

2. The Usual Work of the Holy Spirit 

3. Jesus, Filled With the Hoiy Ghost 

4. Misunderstood Pentecost 

5. Spirit-Filled Means Empowered Wit- 
nessing 


6. Bible Terminology for the Power of 
Pentecost 


7. The Fullness of the Holy Spirit and 
the Ministry Gifts in O. T. and New 


8. Speaking With Tongues 


9. The Power of Pentecost for Every 
Christian 

19. How to Be Filled With the Holy 
Spirit: Wholehearted Obedience to 
Christ’s Soul-Winning Command 

11. Prayer—a Condition of Holy Spirit 

'. Fullness 

12, Why Prevailing, Persistent Praying is 
Necessary for Holy Spirit Power . 


13. Do You Really Want to Be Spirit- 
Filled? 

14. How Grea@Soul Winners Were Filled 
With the Holy Spirit 


15, Claim Yeur Blessing! 


441 pages, beautifully clothbound, 
carefully indexed... . $3.90 


Convenient Coupon 


Sword of the Lord, Box 420, 
Wheaton, Illinois 

Please send me copies of The 

John R. 


Rice. I enclose $3.50 a copy, plus 5% 


—_---—---— ~~ 


Power of Pentecost by Dr. 


for postage and -handling. 


Name 


Address 


City ZW. ate 


SWORD OF THE LORD 


Box 420 


——— 


Wheaton, Illinois 


think they know more about love 
than Jesus because Jesus said, “Ye 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can ye escape the damnation 
of hell?” 


Jesus had more to say about 
Hell than anybody else in the 
Word of God. Of all of Jesus’ dis- 
ciples, the one who wrote more 
about Hell was that disciple who 
is called “‘the disciple of love,” the 
Apostle John. Under divine in- 
spiration John wrote of’ the “lake 
which burneth with fire and brim- 
stone.” 


The Valley of Hinnom 
I know what the so-called Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses and some oth- 
ers will tell you. They will tell 


you that when Jesus spoke about 


Hell He used the Greek word 
“Gehenna.” It is true that in some 
instances He did, but He had 
reference to the same place He 
called Hades in other passages. 
“Gehenna” or ‘Ge Hinnom,” as it 
is in the Hebrew, is the Valley of 
Hinnom, southeast of Jerusalem. 
Here the ancients worshipped the 
god Molech. They practiced the 
most abominable ceremonies 
imaginable; they even practiced 
prostitution as a religious cere- 
mony. Little babies born as a re- 
sult of these religious orgies were 
sacrificed to this awful god, a 
great bronze image which they 
kept heated almost white-hot. 
They would pull a lever and the 
mouth of the image would open 
and the little babies were cast 
on the inside of this image. The 
valley was also called “Ge Tophet”’ 
from “Toph,” meaning a drum, 
because drums were beaten to 
drown out the cries of burning 
babies. When Josiah became king 
in Jerusalem he had the temple 
renovated and they discovered, of 
all things, the Law of the Lord 
which had been neglected and lost. 
Josiah had a public reading of the 
Law and it brought a revival and 
in the wake of the revival there 
was a reformation. 


Gehenna a Type of Hell 

Josiah destroyed the worship of 
Molech and turned the Valley of 
Hinnom into the city dumping 
grounds. Here the dead bodies of 


malefactors were cast and the 
dead bodies of animals’ were 
thrown; and the sewers of Je- 


rusalem emptied their filthy con- 
tents into the valley. A fire was 
kept burning in the valley to de- 
vour the filth. That valley became 
a symbol of everything that Is 
heinous and abominable and bad. 
During the inter-testament per- 


iods the Jews made it a symbol 
of Hell. When Jesus spoke of Hell, 
at least on one occasion He used 
the well-known figure but He did 
not confine His remarks about 
Hell to figurative language. He 
also used the Greek word Hades, 
which is the equivalent of the 
Hebrew word “‘‘sheol,” the place 
of the departed. 

Moreover, He described the suf- 
fering of the rich man in Hades. 
Jesus Christ, love incarnate, 
preached Hell and He did not pull 
His punches. He said, ‘“These shall 
go away into everlasting punish- 
ment: but the righteous into life 
eternal’ (Matt. 25:46). He spoke 
of Hell as a place of outer dark- 
ness where there shall be “wailing 
and gnashing of teeth” (Matt, 13: 
42). He asked the _ hypocrites, 
“How can ye escape the damna- 
tion of hell?” (Matt. 23:33). Do 
not slander God by saying there is 
no Hell. He is a holy God. He is 
so holy that He would sink every 
sinner who ever lived into Hell 
forever before He would do 
wrong. But He is so merciful that 
He came and took our Hell for us 
so that we might be saved from 
Hell. 


Ye Would Not 


After Jesus preached the scath- 
ing denunciations of Matthew 23, 
He turned around with a broken 
heart and I believe with hot tears 
in His holy eyes and cried, “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that 
killest the prophets, and stonest 
them which are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not!” “TI 
would ... but ye would not.” “Ye 
will not come unto me that ye 
might have life!’’ I believe that 
God is sovereign but I also be- 
lieve in the free will of man. God 
calls and man refuses. “We pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God” (II Cor, 5:20). 


Suffer Little Children 


When you were a little child 
you went to Sunday School. One 
Sunday you came home with a 
little ecard in your hand, On that 
card there was a picture of Jesus 
receiving little children, and un- 
derneath the picture were the 
words, “Suffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them 
not: for of such is the kingdom 
of God” (Luke 18:16). 

The next Sunday you came 
home. with a picture of Jesus 
nailed to the cross, and under- 
neath was the golden text of the 


Bible, “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life’ (John 
3:16). You were young and your 
mind was atiaiesticnatie. It was 
not easy for you as a little child 
to push aside the invitation of 


|God’s Spirit. Your feet were ten- 


der and it was not easy for you to 
walk over those good influences. 
But you trampled upon them and 
started a course toward Hell. Nay, 
thank God! Some of you came 
to Christ at the first opportunity 
as you reached the” age of ac- 
countability. | 


No Gap Netessary 


I do not believe that there must 
be a gap in the life of an indi- 
vidual after he becomes account- 
able to God before he can accept 
Christ as his Saviour, a_ period 
when he must of necessity go to 
Hell if he should die because he 
is not old enough to be saved. I 
believe that little children need 
to be born again when they come 
to a realization that they are sin- 
ners. 

Where did the idea come from 
that a child must be twelve years 
of age before he can get convert- 
ed? I believe in getting children 
saved when they are four and five 
and six years of age so that there 
need not be a time in their lives 


when, if they should die, they 
would be lost. 

It is fine to have Children’s 
Church, and a graded Sunday 


school is of a tremendous impor- 
tance so that various lessons may 
be adapted to the age level of the 
different groups. But I also be- 
lieve that at times little children 
Should be in the regular services 
of the church and should sit under 
the thundering of the Word of 
God from the pulpit. “Suffer lit- 
tle childrén to come unto me,” said 
the Saviour. 


Some Came As Children 


Some of you came to Jesus 
when you were little children and 
you know you are trusting Him 
and have been born again, al- 
though you may not even remem- 
ber when you first put your trust 
in Him. If you are saved, of 
course, there was a time when 
you were born again. Others of 
you failed to heed those first 
pleadings of the Spirit and turned 
your feet toward Hell, but God 
said, “I do not want to see that 
child lost,’ so He put it.in the 

(Continued on page 6) 


5,630 Saved 
2,977 Rededications 


In one year through Japan For Christ 
Crusade—in Japan, Hawaii, Okinawa. 
Faith work, organized by native Japan 
pastor of 25 years, Rev, Paul J. Hiramatsu. 
Dedicated to reaching Japan’s 90,000,000. 
Mass evangelism meetings. Prayers, fi- 
nancial support invited. Write: JAPAN 
FOR CHRIST CRUSADE, Box $0, Eliza- 
beth City, N. C.—Wilbur C. Presson, Di- 
rector, U.S.A. 
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IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


operation with the London Scripture 
Gift Mission, we are enlarging our bor- 
ders and expanding the work to inciude 
Scripture portions printed in over 300 
different languages and dialects. 


This program will enable us to help 
provide for the literature needs of 
hundreds of new missicnaries who are 
now preparing to go to the field, as 
well as those who are already on the 
firing line. | 


We covet the prayer-fellowship of 
God’s people as we take up this new 
challenge to send the Gospel, in printed 
form, to the growing throngs of newly 
literate individuals in every quarter of 
the earth. 


Missionary candidates are invited to 
write to our Philadelphia headquarters 
regarding their literature needs, 


American Scripture Gift 
Mission 


Founded in 1915 


325 North 13th Street, Room 100 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


N the providence of God, and in co- }- 


~~" 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
MISSIONARY AND RELIEF 
SOCIETY, INC. 


needs your help to maintain its ministry 
to Jews in physical and spiritual need in 
this country and in India, Israel and Eur- 
ope’ through our 25 missionaries. To pray 
and give intelligently, write for free copy 
of our magazine, ISRAEL MY GLORY, 
peg Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia 
b> a. 
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American Board of Missions 
to the Jews, Inc. 


A world-wide ministry to the Jews of 
all nations. Fifty consecrated mission- 
aries in twenty stations on four conti- 
nents faithfully. preach’ the Gospel to 
lost sheep of the house Of Israel. Our 
63rd year. 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. SL 
New York 23, N. Y. 
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The Central American Mission 


Founded by C. I. Scofield, D.D., in 1890 
Serving in six Republies of Centrai Anrverica 
and in Mexico, in both Spanish and Indian 
languages through 178 missionaries, Hos- 
pital, Radio Station, Bible Institutes, 4 
Bookstores, and Publishing Center, For 
free literature, write to 


3611 Congress Ave., Dept.Sd, Dallas 19, Tex. 


Missions Directory 
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THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW 
CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


5630 N. Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois 
Since. 1925, God has used our Hebrew 
Christian Movement as a world-wide wit- 
ness to Israel. Our aid to Jewish Christian 
victims of persecution has embraced 20 
countries. Funds urgently needed. to allevi- 
ate suffering Israel. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Secretary 


oice fangior 


Reaching Russia with the Gospel 
Missionary Radio Station, Tangier, Morocco 
The Voice of Tangier penetrates deep into 
Russia and the Satellite countries. Write 
for ‘‘Broadecast to. Russia’ plan. 

PAUL E. FREED, President 
Voice of Tangier 
354 Main Street, Chatham, New Jersey 


Name 
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FILL OUT COUPON AND MAIL TODAY! 
Dept. M-19, The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. - 
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hearts of friends and loved ones 
to pray for you. 


Prayers of Loved Ones 


How I thank God for the pray- 
ers of loved ones! My father went 
home to Heaven a few years ago. 
His last words were, “It is all 
right now. Jesus always answers 
prayer.” Just a little over a year 
ago I stood by my mother’s dying 
bed. She had lain for hours with- 
out opening her eyes when sud- 
denly she said, “There are so 
many of them.” 


I leaned over her bed and asked, 
“So many what, Mother?” 

She said, “There are so many 
flowers. Aren’t they beautiful?” 

I looked at the flowers in the 
room and said, “Yes, Mother, they 
are beautiful.” But I knew that 
she had not seen those flowers. 

ni fed hérweyes and 
said, “And there are sO many an- 
gels. es 

I said, “Yes, Mother, there are 
many angels.” 

Then she said, “Aren’t the walls 
beautiful?” 

I looked at the cold, grey walls 
of the hospital room and did not 
see anything beautiful about 
them: but I know she was talk- 
ing about walls I could not see; 
so I said, “Yes, Mother, they are 
beautiful.” Then my mother went 
to.sleep and woke up on the other 
side of those jasper walls. 


Among the treasured pictures 

| have hung on memory’s wall, 

There is one that is dearer than the rest 
And sweeter far than all. 


Tis a picture of my mother 
When | a little chap 

Was folded in her loving arms 
To slumber on her lap. 

| felt her hand caress my head; 
| heard her softly say, 

“Dear Jesus, take this little life 
And use it every day.” 


There must have been a mighty weight 
Behind that simple prayer, 

For through the seasons year on year 
That picture lingers there. 

And whether I'm on hill or plain, 

Or on the deep blue sea, 

The memory of that sacred scene 
Forever comforts me. 


Among the treasured pictures 
| have hung on memory’s wall, 
My mother’s supplication 

Is the dearest of them all. 


Prayers Have Followed 


Some of you have trampled over 
early Christian influences but the 
prayers of loved ones have fol- 
lowed you. You are conscious of 
their concern and their anxiety 
and you have been convicted by 
the Holy Spirit in a _ thousand 
ways, but on you go toward Hell. 
“How oft would I have gathered 
you unto myself,” said Jesus, “but 
ye would not.” 


The Bible 


The verbally inspired, inerrant 
Word of God, the Holy Bible, 
was placed in your pathway and 
you have had to neglect it to con- 
tinue your downward journey. It 
may lie on a table a bit covered 
with dust, or it may be stuck 
back on a shelf untouched and 
unread, but it brings conviction to 
your heart. You cannot look upon 
it without conviction. You may 
not be willing to admit your con- 
viction. Men invent all kinds of 
cults and false systems in their 
effort to throw conviction aside. 

They mistreat the Bible in so 
many ways. The atheist denies it. 
The skeptic doubts it. The mod- 
ernist dilutes it. The liberal— 
whether an admitted liberal or a 
neo-orthodox professor, also wat- 
ers it down. The cultist wrests it 
to his own destruction. The 
worldling shuns it. The papist 
‘misinterprets it. Men supplant it— 
the Buddhist with the old vedic 
literature of the Hindus, the Mo- 
hammedan with the Koran, and 
the communist with Das Kapital. 
But in spite of all the misuse and 
abuse dealt the Word of God, it 
stands .as Gladstone said, “the 
impregnable Rock of Holy Scrip- 
tures.” It is “quick, and powerful, 
and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing, even to the divid- 
ing asunder of soul and spirit, and 


of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart” (Heb, 4:12). 


‘Testimony of Christians 


Some of you have turned deaf 
ears to the Word of God and have 
chosen to go on stubbornly and 
blindly toward Hell. But Jesus 
calls again. He calls through the 
testimony of Christian people both 
audible and_=e silent. He calls 
through the Church, and evén 
though a church may be dead or 
worldly or liberal, the old shell 
of a building with its spire point- 
ing heavenward may bring con- 
viction to your heart. You are re- 
minded that Jesus went away and 
left His disciples to bear witness. 


Many Calls to God 


Sinner friend, you cannot escape 
the testimony of the Church to 
the saving grace and power of 
Jesus. Driving down the highway 
you turn on the radio and there 
is a gospel witness. Walk down 
the street and perchance some- 
one hands you a gospel tract, or 
you overhear someone telling a 
friend what Christ has done for 
him. 

On a plane away above the 
clouds one day the cabin door 
opened and the captain of our ship 
came down the aisle and spoke to 
me, ‘Are you Dr. Parker? The 
hostess told me you were on board. 
She and I. both are born-again 
Christians.” He gave a wonderful 
testimony so that he was heard by 
all on board the flight. Once I 
heard a bus driver testify to those 
who got on the bus on a two 
hundred mile trip. 

It may be that someone has 
spoken directly to you about your 
need of Christ. He may have been 
a stranger, or a friend, or a loved 
one. Perhaps you heard the mes- 
Sage in church. Maybe it was at 
a funeral. In all probability you 
have heard it many times, but if 
never before, you are hearing it 
now. “God sent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him 
might be saved. He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not be- 
teved in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God” (John 3:17, 
18). “How often I would ... but 
ye would not.” 


Stubborn Rejection 


Over all the appeals of Jesus 
the sinner stubbornly goes tramp, 
tramp, tramp on his determined 
march to an everlasting lake of 
fire and brimstone. But Jesus 
keeps on calling. He daily loads 
you with blessings and both rea- 


son and revelation remind you 
that “every good gift ... is from 
above.” Providence calls and 


pleads with you to open your 
heart to your gracious Benefactor. 
Gratitude beckons every sinner to 
come to God, and one must stifle 
this emotion and sear his con- 
science to reject the invitation to 
“the God of all grace.” 

“It is hard to kick against the 
pricks” (Acts 9:5). People who go 
to Hell are intruders. They are 
usurpers. Hell was not prepared 
for them. It was “prepared for 
the dévil and his angels” (Matt. 
29:41). Jesus said, “Enter ye in 
at the strait gate; for wide is the 
gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be that go in thereat: Be- 
cause strait is the gate, and nar- 
row is the way, which leadeth un- 
to life, and few there be that 
find it” (Matt. 7:13, 14). It is not 
easy to live a true Christian life, 
but_the Christian has “the peace 
of God which passeth all under- 
standing” (Phil. 4:7). The sinner 
also has a struggle but he has 
no peace. “There is no peace, saith 
my God, to the wicked” (Isa. 57: 
41). , 


No Peace to the Wicked 
The Christian struggles against 
the world, the flesh, and the devil; 
but-he has the peace of God in his 


soul. The sinner struggles against 


Almighty God, and he has no 
peace. If I have got to struggle 
anyway, I had rather have peace 
in my heart while I struggle. ‘‘The 
way of transgressors is. hard” 
(Prov. 13:15). Sometimes the sin- 
ner must go through great sor- 
rows before God can reach: him. 


“Man’s extremity is God’s oppor- 
tunity.” Many a man has found 
God in a foxhole. Hardships, sor- 
row, adversity, financial depres- 
sion, sickness, injury and _ the 
death of loved ones are often 
God’s envoys calling people to the 
Saviour. 

Down in Pensacola, Florida, a 
young woman was converted in 
one of my meetings. She came 
back the next night and asked me 
to pray for her unsaved husband. 
She said, “I made a stand for Je- 
sus here last night and went home 
and told him and he laughed.” 

I said, “All right, we will make 
a covenant. ‘If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall 
be done for them of my Father 
which is in heaven’ (Matt. 18:19). 
Let’s ask God to bring pungent 
conviction to that man’s heart.” 

She said, “All right.” 

And we prayed. She came back 
two nights later and said, “He 
laughed at me again.” 

I said, “Let’s pray for him.” 

We prayed again earnestly. We 
had a prayer cevenant. We took 
God at His Word. We said, “God 
is bound to bring conviction into 
his heart.” 


Crepe on the Door 


Sunday afternoon when I came, 
out of the studio where I was 
broadcasting, I was called to the 
phone and asked to come to a 
certain address. When I got there 
I found a crepe on the door and 
a crowd of people in the house. I 
went into the living room and a 
casket .was over in the corner. I 
walked over and looked into the 
casket. I recognized the body of 
the little woman who had asked 


He said, “I’ll be out tonight.” 

He came that night and sat 
through the service. I preached 
and the power of God was there. 
People found Jesus. But that man 
would not come. He went through 
a dark valley of sorrow, walked 
over a casket, trampled upon a 
shroud, climbed over the body of 
a little wife, lived his own life; and 
when he gets to Hell, there in the 
midst of his suffering, he will have 
to cry out, “God is love! He want- 
ed to save me. He saved my wife, 
and took her to Himself in His 
efforts to reach me. God is just, 
and God is love.” 


Calvary 

Wait a minute. You will have 
to climb over a mountain if you 
go to Hell. It is a little mountain, 
just a hill. But it is hard to climb. 
It is in the shape of a skull. On 
the brow of the hill there is an 
old rugged cross. On that cross 
there is a bleeding Lamb. Nay, 
thank God He is on no cross. He 
is in no tomb. But He once hanged 
on the cross and suffered the 
agony of Hell for you. “I must 
needs go home by the way of the 
cross.” If you go to Heaven, you'll 
go by way of the cross. But, listen, 
friend, if you go to Hell, you'll 
go by way of the cross. You'll 
go over the cross. 

I read of a boy who literally 
worried -his mother to death by 
the wicked life he lived. After 
the funerat, his old father, lone- 
some and blue, was sitting by the 
fireplace. The young man came 
downstairs dressed to go out. The 
old man said, “Son, where are 
you going?”’ 

He answered, “Father, I have 
a date.” 


me to pray for her husband. I 


He said, “You can’t go out and 
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Last night my little boy came to me, confessed some childish 
wrong, and, kneeling at my knee, prayed with tear-filled eyes: 
“0 Lord, make me a man like Daddy—wise and strong. | know 


you can.” That night while he 


slept, | knelt beside his bed, 


confessed my sins, and prayed with low-bowed head: “O God, 
make me a child like my child here; guileless, trusting Thee 


with faith sincere.”—Selected. 
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stood there and said, ‘““Thank God, | 
she was ready. ‘Precious in the 
sight of the Lord is the death of 
his saints’” (Ps. 116:15). I looked 
around and there stood her hus- 
band. I took him by the arm and 
led him to the sofa and I said, 
“Now, listen, I know your heart 
is broken. I hardly know what to 
say to you, but I am glad to tell 


you that your wife was ready. I 


talked with her. She was a Chris- 
tian. She is with God.” — 


He said, “I know it. I know it.” 
Then he began to cry. 

I put my arm around him and 
said, “Listen, fellow, I don’t know, 
but maybe God took her to bring 
you to yourself. Maybe that’s why 
He took her.” 

As I said that, he cried out, “I 
know it!” Then he looked around 
as if he were ashamed of his out- 
cry. He said, ‘‘Yes, I know it.” 

I said, “Will you trust Jesus?” 

He said, “Not now. Not to-. 
night.” 

I said, ““Now is the time, man. 
You need Him tonight.” 

He said, “Would you preach the 
funeral?”’ 

“Why, of course,” I said, “but 
why don’t you trust Jesus to- 
night?” 

He said, “Not tonight.” 

I said, “When is the funeral 
to be?” 

He said, ‘“‘Tomorrow morning. 
We want to have a little service 
here at the home, then we are 
going up to the cemetery forty 
miles from here near the Alabama 
line, way up there in the old 
country cemetery in the commun- 
ity where we lived, and we would 
like to have a longer service there 
at the grave.” 


After the Funeral 


I preached the funeral and after 
the interment, I turned around 
and took the young man by the 
arm and we walked off together. 
I said, ““Now, listen. God has been 


speaking to your heart. Won’t you 


trust Jesus?” 

He said, “I will be out to hear 
yon preach tonight.” #: 

I said, “Do you feel like com- 
ing?” 

He said, “Yes, I'll be there.” 

I said, “I’m afraid you won't 
be there. I’m afraid you won't 


feel like it. Why don’t you let 


leave me tonight, Son. I need you 
here.” 


He said, “Now, Father, cheer 
up. Mother has gone. There is 
nothing we can do. I can’t break 
my date.” 

The old man said, ‘Son, don’t 
leave me tonight.” 

The young man said, “I’m going 
out, Father. Good night.” 

The old man said, “Son, you 
can’t leave me tonight.” 

The young man said, “Father, 
I’m going out.” 

The old man walked over be- 
tween his son and the door and 
said, “Now, listen, Son, you can’t 
leave me _ tonight.” 

The young man said, “Don’t be 
foolish, Father. Mother is gone. 
There’s nothing I can do. Get out 
of my way, Dad; I’m going out.” 

The old man said, “My boy, I 
won't let you go out of. this 
house tonight.” 

The young man said, “Don’t be 
silly, Dad. Get out of the way.” 

The old man said, “Son, you 
can’t leave me tonight.” The old 
man fell down on the floor and 
said, “If you go out of this house 
tonight, my boy, you'll walk over 
my body.” 

The young fellow stood there 
and said, “Get up.” 

The old man refused. 

He said, “Get up.” 

The old man lay there, and with 
a curse upon his lips, the boy 
walked over the body of his old 
father, and went out to spend a 
night in sin. | 

If you go to Hell, you'll walk 
over the crucified body of the 
suffering Son of God who throws 
Himself between you and Hell and 


Tbegs you in lovingkindness and 


tender mercy to stay back. You’ll 
have to trample on the blood of 
Jesus if you go to Hell. Will you 
not come to Him now as He 
stands with open arms and with 
a heart yearning for your soul’s 
salvation, and as He speaks again 
through His Word, “How often 
would I have gathered you unto 
myself’? Come to Jesus now ere 
He says a final, “Ye would not!” 


You Have Read the Above 
Award-Winning Sermon 
Now let the editor press upon 
you to decide today for Christ 
and Heaven. You have seen sure- 


God save you this morning?” 


ly that the only reason people 


a 


are lost, the only reason men and 
women go to Hell, is because they 
will not let God save them, will 
not let Jesus Christ come into 
their heart. Today you can repent 
in your heart. Today you can ask 
the Lord Jesus to forgive you and 
save you. Today you can trust 
Him, rely upon Him, turn your 
case over to Him as He begs you 
to do. Now will you do it? 

If you will here and now turn 
your heart from sin, and depend 
upon Jesus Christ, trust Him to 
save your soul, I beg you to first 
say yes to God in your heart, 
then sign the decision form be- 
low, copy it in a letter and mail 
it to this editor. I will be glad 
to tell Dr. Parker of your deci- 
sion and we will rejoice together 
and I will write you a letter of 
counsel about how to live a 
Christian life. 


I beg you today to say yes to 
God, give Him your heart, be 
saved today. Decide, sign, copy 
and mail the letter today! 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
SworD OF THE LORD 
Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I realize that I am a poor lost 
sinner who needs saving. I am 
conscious of my sin and guilt, 
and I believe that Jesus died to 
save me. It is my own fault that 
I have not turned to Christ and 
let Him save me before. So here 
and. now I repent of my sins and 
ask the Lord Jesus to forgive me 
and save me. Today I give Him 
my heart and rely upon Him, 
depend upon Him to forgive me. 
I accept Christ today as my own 
personal Saviour, I will confess 
Him before men and set out to 
live for Him. 


Signed ~~~ 


Address 


5,000°%"!*""+* WANTED 
? WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Christian books, Scrip- 
ture mottoes, calendars, greeting cards, 
stationery, napkins and novelties. Hand- 
some profits. Send for free catalogue 
and price list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicage 5, Hl. 


MONEY in DONUTS 


Make new greaseless 
donuts in kitchen. No gee 
smoke. Sell Stores. Half 
Profit. Cash Daily. ‘No 
exp. nec, FREE REC- 
IPES. No obligation. 
HUBERT RAY CO., 
3605 So. 15th Ave., 
Minneapolis 7, Minn. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 20c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy. 1s 
due three weeks in advance of publication 
date. 


LENDING LIBRARY 
BORROW CHRISTIAN BOOKS by MAIL. 
Lending fee:-20¢ each book. Write for in- 
formation. Christian Reader’s Library, 
Veedersburg, Indiana. 


FLORIDA OPPORTUNITY 
Owner retiring, Will sell excellent income 
property located in heart of Florida’s lovely 
Orange Belt. Ideal capital gains oppor- 
tunity for resident owner. Terms. Write: 
Box 1122, Eustis, Lake Co., Florida, 


MAGIC TRICK TALKS 
MAGIC CLIMAX Trick Talks, Paper Tear- 
ing, Chemicals, Rope Ties, 200 Unique Gos- 
pel Approaches. Free sample. Arnold Car! 
Westphal, Valparaiso, Indiana. 


SAVE MONEY! 
Buy USED religious and theological books. 
Write for free catalog. Libraries purchased. 
Kregel’s Book Store, Dept. Sb, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. 


AGENTS WANTED 

Run a spare-time Greeting Card and Gift 
Shop at home, Show friends samples of our 
wonderful new 1959 All-Occasion Greeting 
Cards and Gifts. Take their orders and 
earn up to 100% profit. No experience 
necessary. Costs nothing to try, Write to- 
day for samples on approval, Regal Greet- 
ings, Dept. 40, Ferndale, Michigan. 


FREE GOSPEL SIGNS 
Small metal gospel signs furnished free to 


anyone who will install them along the 
highway. We also have some bumper stick- 
ers for your car, which will be_ furnished 


free to anyone who will put them on. 
Write: Young Sign Co., Sparta, Wisconsin. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


gone, We rejoice in Christ Jesus. 
God “hath not dealt with us ac- 
cording to our sins, nor rewarded 
us after our iniquities.” “Heaps 
upon heaps” of fears have we had; 
bigger heaps than our sins, but 
there they lie—troops of doubters. 
There are their bones and their 
skulls, as Bunyan pictured them 
outside the town of Mansoul; but 
they are all dead, God having 
wrought for us a deliverance from 
them. 


Another set of foes that God 
has slain includes our temptations. 
Some of us-have been tempted 
from every quarter of the world, 
from every corner of the com- 
pass. Sometimes it has been pride; 
at another time despair. Some- 
times it has been too much of the 
world, and at others it has been 
too little. Sometimes we have been 
too strong and puffed up; at oth- 
er times we have been too weak 
and cast down. There has some- 
times been a lack of faith, and at 
others our fervency may have 
been inflamed by the flesh. The 
best of men are shot at with the 
Devil’s worst darts. You have been 
tempted by Satan; you have been 
tempted by the world; your near- 
est and dearest friends have, per- 
haps, been your worst tempters, 
for, ‘a man’s foes shall be they 
of his own household.’”’ There has 
not been a bush behind which an 


9 Friday, January 30, 1959 
Fainting H 
The Fainting Hero 
oO (Continued from page 1) 
: blood which stains His apparel is 
d the blood of your sins, which He 
+t has utterly destroyed forever. 
‘ Look at their number. Take so 
u many years, and make each year 
a heap. Divide them, if you will, 
" into groups and classes; put them 
d under the heads of the ten com- 
" mands, and there they lie, in ten 
+ great heaps, but every one of 
t them destroyed. 
. Think, too, of the heaps of your 
- doubts and fears. Do you not re- 
d member when you thought God 
" would never have mercy upon 
™ you? Let me remind you of the 
af low dungeon where there was no 
9 water, when the iron entered into 
your soul. Some of us can never 
forget the time when we were 
on under conviction. Moses tied us 
i up to the halberts, and took the 
af ten-thonged whip of the law, and 
laid it upon our backs most. ter- 
ribly, and then seemedto wash us 
or with brine as conscience reminded 
us of all the aggravations which 
had attended our sins. But, though 
we feared we should have been in 
Hell, though we thought that 
st surely the pit would shut its 
og mouth upon us; yet, here we are 
t, living to praise God, as we do 
- this day, and all our fears are 
1d 
re 
1d 
1e 
(Continued from page 3) 
e, these publications” (Baptist Man- 
mn ual, Church Covenant, etc.). (par. 
SS 6, p. 790, op. cit.) 
to 


Consequently, the Court decided 
there had been no “radical and 
fundamental departures: from es- 
tablished doctrines and beliefs as 
would warrant finding of breach 
of trust imposed on church prop- 
erty.” (par. 1, p. 788, op. cit.) 

A petition to rehear the case 
was denied by Court of Appeals 
on Aug. 19, 1957. On Dec. 6. 1957 

the Supreme Court of Tennessee 
refused to even consider the case, 
’ thus agreeing with the Court of 
Appeals. 

Being the first case of its kind 
to go to the higher courts, this is 
a definite victory for those who 
maintain that a local Baptist 
church is completely independent 
and autonomous. 

* 


* * 


How Shall Common Baptists 
Safeguard Their Property 
S Against Denominational! 
2 Overlords? 


In marty states of the Union, this 
matter has come to an issue. In 


Wisconsin, in Iowa, and in. many 
. other states denominational lead- 
:) ers have tried hard to take away 
$5, the property of churches when the 
ord 


churches by majority vote with- 
drew from the convention and 
is ceased their support from pro- 
grams because of some modernism 
which the denomination sponsored. 
Now the matter has come up in 
IL. the South too. 


What shall churches do _ to 
guarantee their independence, and 
that they may still control their 
own church property, call their 
ane Own pastor, give to causes which 
they themselves shall select, and 
Otherwise carry on the  Lord’s 
business under His leadership as 
autonomous, local New Testament 
Baptist churches? 

That question for the moment 
is legally settled in Tennessee. But 
denominational leaders will bring 
up the issue again, and will try, 
no doubt, sooner or later to bring 
such pressure on local churches 
that they dare not decide for 
themselves what causes they 
Shall support, and what causes 
they dare not support. Everywhere 
the tendency of denominational 
leaders is to interfere and bring un- 
due pressure on churches, to get 
them to elect pastors that are 
favorable to the convention pro- 
gram, or to bring pressure so that 


funds, or to threaten to take away 
the church property if the church 
withdraws from a Baptist associa- 
tion or convention. So Baptist 
churches everywhere should be 
forewarned on _ this matter and 
forearmed. 

1. First, we suggest that every 
Baptist church pass a simple reso- 
lution that the church is an inde- 
pendent, local Baptist church, that 
it is a democratic body and calls 
its own pastor, decides its own 
- program, owns its own property, 


Tennessee Baptist Churches . . . 


a church dare not designate its’ 


and that it may choose to co-oper- 
ate with other churches in a de- 
nominational body, when it feels 
led of God to do so, that it re- 
serves the right to withdraw its 
co-operation if it should ever feel 
led to do so, without changing its 
independent self-governing rights 
as a sovereign Baptist church. 

2. Beware of all the wiles which 
would put in the deed of the 
church property some obligation 
which would later make. it possible 
for denominational leaders to seize 
the church property. No local 
church ought ever to accept a loan 
or a gift which binds them to sup- 
port any cause whether right or 
wrong in the future, or to go 
against the clear leading of God 
and Bible principles. If the church 
must borrow money, let it borrow 
money and pay interest, but main- 
tain its independence and not sell 
its- soul to denominational leaders. 

3. Let every young preacher be- 
ware in his ordination he does not 


When our earthly day is closing, 
And the night grows still and deep, 
Let us, in Thine arms reposing, 
Feel Thy power to save and keep. 
Blessed Jesus, 
Give Thine own beloved sleep. 


—Selected 


sell his’’soul.. Any minister being 
ordained, if he be asked to pledge 
that he will guarantee to support 
the denominational program whe- 
ther right or wrong, whether it 
is true to the Bible or not, should 
indignantly refuse to make any 
such promise. To make such a 
promise would be to sell his soul, 
dishonor God, and guarantee the 
withdrawal of God’s favor in some 
measure from his ministry. 


Let every church co-operate 
where it can do so honestly and 
where it feels that it is God’s will. 
But let every church be sure that 
it maintains control of its own 
property and the right to decide 


for itself what is right to support 


and what is wrong to support. 


We are not against voluntary 
co-operation of  Bible-believing 


Christians with programs which} 


they believe honor God. We are 
against coercion and trickery and 
dishonest methods to force co-op- 
eration of people against their 
conscience, with causes which they 
believe to be not true to the Bible. 

Every honest and_ thorough 
Southern Baptist leader will agree 
to what is written here. And those 
who do not will have some axe to 
grind which is not in favor of the 
independence of local churches, 


but is in favor of a denominational: 


program which cannot be fully de- 
fended on its own merits. 

Thank God for the action which 
makes it legal for a Baptist church 


‘to own its own property, whether 


it co-operates with the Southern 
Baptist Convention or not. 


v] 


enemy has not lurked, no inch of 
the road to Canaan which has not 
been overgrown with thorns. 


“Trials of every shape and name 

Await the followers of the Lamb, 

Who leave the world’s deceitful 
shore, 

And leave it to return no more.” 


But, look back upon them. Your 
temptations, where are they? 
Your soul has escaped like a bird 
out of the snare of the fowler, and 
this night you can say, “They com- 
passed me about like bees; yea, 
like bees they compassed me 
about; but in the name of God 
have I destroyed them; I have 
passed safely where others have 
been ruined; I have walked along 
the walls of salvation when others 
have been lying at the foot there- 
of, dashed in pieces by their pre- 
sumption and their _ self-confi- 
dence; ‘heaps upon heaps’ of my 
temptations have been slain, and 
thou, O God, hast wrought for 
me a great deliverance!” 

So, let me say, in the next place, 
has it been with most of your 
sorrows. You, sons and daughters 
of tribulation, have sometimes sat 
down and said, “All these things 
are against me!” You have lost 
children, friends have died, busi- 
ness has departed, wealth has 
melted, almost every comfort has 
had a blight upon it. Like Job’s 
messengers, evil tidings have fol- 
lowed one another, and you have 


loved.in Christ Jesus, you have 
been delivered. “Many are _ the 
afflictions of the righteous, but 
the Lord delivereth him out of 
them all.” It has been so in your 
case. Whatever form the affliction 
has taken, mercy has taken a form 
to meet it. When the arrow flew, 
God was your shield; when the 
darkness gathered, He was your 
sun; when you had to fight, He 
was your sword; when you need- 
ed to be supported, He was your 
rod and your staff. 


“Thus far we've proved that prom- 
ise good 

Which Jesus ratified with blood; 

Still is He gracious, wise, and just, 

And still in Him let Israel trust.” 


I will let no man in this con- 
gregation take a place before me 
in obligation to the Most High. 
Brethren, we are all debtofs, and 
I count myself most of all a debt- 
or. I boast that I have nothing 
to boast of. I would desire to lie 
the lowest, and to take the mean- 
est place, for I owe most of all 
to the grace of God. When I look 
back to my parentage, when I see 
whence the Lord has brought me, 
and what He has done for me and 
by me, I can only say, “Thou hast 
given to thy servant this great 
deliverance!” And, I suppose, if 
all the people of God could meet 
here one by one, they would each 
claim that there is something pe- 
culiar in their every case; 


“There is some- 


each | 


Lord is gracious,” 
the past with thankfulness and 
‘praise to the Lord. 


near to die. The 
_ totally 
‘Samson had met 


thing in the deliverance God has 
wrought for me that demands of 
me a special song;”’ therefore, let 
the whole of us together, who 
have “known and tasted that the 
look back upon 


II. Yet Fresh Troubles Will 
Assail You, and Excite 
Your Alarm 


Thus Samson was thirsty. This” 

was a new kind of want to him. 
He was so thirsty that he was 
difficulty was 
from any that 
before. Shake 
those Samsonian locks in which 
thy strength lieth, but they can- 
not distil a single drop of dew to 
moisten thy mouth! The strong 
man is as much amenable to 
thirst as the weak, and that arm 
which. could slay a thousand Phil- 
istines, cannot open a fountain in 
the earth, draw down a shewer 
from the skies, or yield to thirst 
a single draught of water. He is 
in a new plight. 


Of course it seems to you to 
be a far simpler matter than he 
had known before, and so it was. 
Merely to get thirst assuaged is 
not anything like. so great a thing 
as to be delivered from a thou- 
sand Philistines. But I dare say 
when the thirst was upon him, 


different 


been brought very low. But, be-|one would say, 


(Continued on page 8) 
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yard with divers seeds: lest the fruit of thy seed 
which thou hast sown, and the fruit of thy vine- 
yard, be defiled.” 

Every Jew who plants a vineyard must remem- 
ber to plant only one kind of grapes in a vineyard. 
Keep the strain pure, draw the line between one 
kind and another kind when you plant. 

Then it says, “Thou shalt not plow with an ox 
and an ass together,” 

It is all right for a Jew to have a team of 
oxen together; it is all right to have a team of 
donkeys. But every Jew is to remember that he is 
not like this world, he is chosen, set apart, branded; 
so now he can’t have a mixture. Every Jew thus 
remembered every day when he hooked up his 
team, “I can use a yoke of oxen, and it is all 
right to use a team of donkeys, but I cannot mix 
them, for God wants me to stay separate. I am not 
to yoke up with the unconverted.” 

Again, ‘‘Thou shalt not wear a garment of 
divers sorts, as of woollen_and linen together.” 

Every time a Jew pulled his shirt over his 
head he remembered: “I can. have a Hinen shirt, 
or I can have a woollen garment, or I can have 
cotton, but I can’t mix them. I can’t have a suit 
made out of wool, then have some decorations of 
silk. I can’t have half cotton and half dacron. Only 
one kind of material in each garment.” 

Now the point here is that this was ceremonial 
for the Jew, but for us it is spiritual. So God says 
we are to have cireumcision in heart instead of 
circumcision in body. So on the matter of separa- 
tion, Jews were not to wear garments mixed of 
woollen and linen together. They were not to sow 
their vineyards with divers seeds. They were not to 
plow with an ox and an ass together. Spiritually, 
they were not to yoke the godly with the ungodly. 
That same lesson is so clearly taught and so often 
repeated in the Bible. 

I do not have time to discuss the New Testa- 
ment Scriptures on that matter, though we are 
very clearly commanded in: Ephesians 5:11, “Have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but rather reprove them.” 

In II Corinthians 6:14 we are commanded, “Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.” 
In II John, verse 9, we are plainly told, ‘““Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God.” He is not converted and you 
are not to receive such a man in your house or 
bid him Godspeed. You are not to have him on your 
platform, nor in your home. You are not to call 


‘| him a brother. I say, the Bible is clear. 


Marriage of Saved With Lost Led to Spiritual 
Decline That Brought the Flood 

Now some Bible cases. The first is the story be- 

fore the flood and the reason for the flood in Genesis, 

chapter 6. We have just had the story here of two 
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lines. You remember that Cain killed his brother 
Abel. God gave another son to’ Adam and Eve 
named Seth, who was to take the place of Abel. 
As far as we know Seth had a godly line of people. 

In chapter 6 we read, “And it came to pass, 
when men began to multiply on the face of the 
earth, and daughters were born unto them, That 
the sons of God saw the daughters of men that 
they were fair; and they took them wives of all 
which they chose.” 

(Boys, girls got them in trouble back there, 
too!) 

“And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always 
strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his 
days shall be an hundred and twenty years. There 
were giants in the earth in those days; and also 
after that, when the sons of God came in unto the 
daughters of men, and they bare children to them 

“Sons of God”; “daughters 
people are sons of God. Some have thought per- 
haps these were angels. I don’t think so. I think 
they were born-again Christians of the godly line 
of Seth. Then it came to pass “when the sons of 
God came in unto the daughters of men, and they 
bare children to them, the same became mighty 
men which were of old, men of renown.” Now 
what is the result? All the testimony is broken 
and now God has no way to save a whole genera- 
tion, a world gone into sin. The line between good 
and evil is. blotted out. Between the saved and 
the lost, the line is broken down. 

“And God saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 
And it repented the Lord that he had made man 
on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And 
the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of -the earth; both man, 
and beast, and the creeping thing, and the fowls 
of the air; for it repenteth, me that I have made 
them.”’ 

God destroyed the whole race except Noah and 
his family because, as you can see, there was no 
way left to save a generation when the saved peo- 
ple had sold out and had intermarried with the 
Devil’s crowd, with the godless and wicked line 
of Cain. The whole race was destroyed, the world 
was destroyed because Christian people compro- 
mised, mixed in with lost people and the Devil’s 
crowd. I mean they tied up with them. They inter- 
married with theff. They made partnership with’ 


of men.’ Saved 


them. They said, “There is no difference.” They 
called them brothers. They said, ‘““‘There is not any 
real difference. We are all*good people; there is 


some divinity in all of us.” So they intermarried. 
Now God has notestimony but Noah. 


Lot Moved Into Sedom and Ruined Sodom, 
His Family, Himself 
The case of Lot is familiar, to which I briefly 
call your attention, Lot had the best background. 


(Continued on page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 80, 1959 


The Fainting Hero 


(Continued from page 7) 


and oppressed him, Samson felt 
that little present difficulty more 
weighty and severe than the great 
past difficulty out of which he 
had so specially been delivered. 


Now I think, beloved, there may 
be some of you who have been 
forgiven, saved, delivered, and yet 
you do not feel happy tonight. 
“God has done great things for 
you, whereof you are glad,” yet 
you cannot rejoice; the song of 
your thanksgiving is hushed. A 
little inconvenience in getting into 
your pews; a hasty word spoken 
by somebody outside the gate; 
the thought of a child at home, 
something which is very little and 
insignificant compared with all 
that God has wrought for you, 
will sometimes take away the 
present joy and comfort of the 
great, the unspeakably great boons 
which you have received. You 
may know your standing in Christ, 
and yet some little trouble keeps 
buzzing about your ears, and may 
be distracting you even now. Let 
me say two or three words to 
you. 


It is very usual for God’s people, 
when they have had some great 
deliverance, to have some little 
trouble that is too much for them. 
Samson slays a thousand Philis- 
tines, and piles them up in heaps, 
and then he must needs die for 
want of a little water! Look at 
Jacob; he wrestles with God at 
Peniel, and overcomes omnipo- 
tence itself, and yet he goes “halt- 
ing on his thigh!” Strange, is it 
not, that there must be a touch- 
ing of the sinew whenever you and 
I win the day? It séems as if God 
must teach us our littleness, or 
nothingness, in order to keep us 
within bounds. 


Samson seems to have crowed 
right loudly when he said, “Have 
I slain a thousand men?” Ah! 
Samson, it is time thy throat be- 
came hoarse when thou canst 
boast so loudly. The mighty man 
has to go down on his knees and 
cry, ‘“O God, this thirst will over- 
come thy hero; send me, I pray 


_ thee, a draught of water.” God 


A child about three years old was crying 
because his mother had shut the parlor 
door. ‘Poor thing,” said the neighbor, “You 
have shut the child out.” “It’s all the 
same to him,” said the mother; “he would 
cry if | called him in and then shut the 
door. It is a peculiarity of that boy that if 
he is left rather suddenly on either side of 
a door, he considers himself shut out and 
rebels accordingly.” Many older people bear 
a remarkable resemblance to this child. 

—Slected. 


has ways of touching His peo- 
ple, so that their energy soon van- 
ishes. ‘‘I said my mountain stand- 
eth firm, I shall not be moved; 
thou didst hide thy face, and I 
was troubled.” Now, dear child of 
God, if this is your case, I say it 
is not an unusual one. There is a 
reaction which generally follows 
any strong excitement. No doubt 
the excitement of having slain the 
Philistines would naturally be fol- 
lowed by depressoin of spirits in 
Samson. When David had mount- 
ed the throne of Israel there came 
the reaction, and he said, “I am 
this day weak, though anointed 
king.’”’ You must expect to feel 
weakest just when you are en- 
joying your greatest triumph. 

I have already said that the use 
of all this is to make a man feel 
his weakness. I hope it makes you 
feel yours. What fools we are, 
brethren, and yet if someone else 
were to call us fools we should 
not like it, though I do not doubt 
but that we are very well named, 
whoever may give us the title, 
for the whole of Heaven cannot 
make us rejoice if we have one 
pain in our head; and all the harps 


of angels, and our knowledge of 


our interest in “the glory that 


is tO be revealed,” cannot make 
-us happy if some little thing hap- 


pens to go contrary to our minds. 
Somebody trod on the corns of 
your pride as you were coming 
in here, and if an angel had 
preached to you you would not 
have enjoyed it, because of your 
mind being discomposed. 

Oh! simpletons that we are! 
The table is daintily spread; the 
manna of Heaven lies close to our 
hand, but, because there is a lit- 


tle rent in the garment, or a small 
thorn in the finger, we sit down 
and cry as though the worst of 
ills had happened to us! Heaven 
is thine own, and yet thou criest 
because thy little room is scantily 
furnished! God is thy Father, and 
Christ thy brother, and yet thou 
weepest because a babe has been 
taken from thee to the skies{ Thy 
sins are all forgiven, and yet thou 
mournest because thy clothes are 
mean. Thou art a child of God, an 
heir of Heaven, and yet thou sor- 
rowest as though thou wouldst 
break thy heart because a fool 
hath called thee ill names. Strange 
is it! foolish; but such is man— 
strangely foolish, and only wise 
as God shall make him so, 


III. But God’s Troubled 
Children Are Still 
Secure 

If, my brethren, you are now 
feeling any present trouble press- 


ing so sorely that it takes away 


from you all power to rejoice in 
your deliverance, I want you to 
remember that YOU ARE STILL 
SECURE. God will as certainly 
bring you out of this present lit- 
tle trouble as He has brought you 
out of all the great troubles in 
the past. 


He will do this for two reasons, 
both of which are found in the 
text. The first is, because if He 
does not do it your enemy will 
rejoice over you. “What,” saith 
Samson, “shall I fall by the hand 
of the uncircumcised? Faint, 
weary, thirsty, shall I become 
their victim—I who was once 
their terror, and made the dam- 
sels of Gath and of Askelon to 
weep instead of to dance? Shall 
I be slain?” And what say you? 
But hush your gloomy forebod- 
ings. If you perish, the honor of 
Christ will be tarnished, and the 
laughter of Hell will be excited. 
Bought with Jesus’ blood, and 
yet in Hell—what merriment 
there would be in the pit? Justi- 
fied by the _ righteousness. of 
Christ, and yet lost—what a 
theme of scorn for fiends! Sancti- 
fied by the Spirit of God, and yet 
damned—oh! what yells of tri- 
umph would go up from the abode 
of Apollyon and his angels! What! 
a child of God forsaken of his 
Father! A jewel plucked from Je- 
sus’ crown! A member rent from 
Jesus’ body! Never, never, never! 
God will never permit..the. pawer 
of darkness to. triumph over the 
power of light. His great name He 
ever hath in respect, and ‘the ruin 
of the meanest believer would be 
the cause of dishonor and disre- 
spect to God, therefore you are 
safe! 

Oh! it is such a blessed thing 
when you can run behind your 
God for shelter. Some youngster 
out in the street has been offend- 
ing his fellow, and is likely to 
receive a blow; but here comes his 
father, and he runs _ behind his 
father’s skirt and feels that there 
is no fear for him now. So let us 
Sheiter ourselves behind our God. 
Better than brazen wall, or castle, 
or high tower, shall Jehovah be 
to us, and we may then look at 
all our enemies, and say, as Isaiah 
did to Sennacherib, “The virgin 
daughter of Zion hath despised 
thee, and shaken. her head at 
thee!”” The uncircumcised shall 
not rejoice; the daughters of Phil- 
istia shall not triumph. We are 
our God’s, and He will keep His 
own until the day when He shall 
display them as His jewels. 


That is one reason for confi- 
dence, but another reason is to 
be found in the fact that God has 
already delivered you. I asked you 
just now to walk over the bat- 
tlefield of your life, and observe 
the heaps upon heaps of slaugh- 
tered sins, and fears, and cares, 
and troubles. Do you think He 
would have done all that He has 
done for you if He had intended to 
leave you? The God who has. so 
graciously delivered you hitherto 
has not changed; He is still the 
same that He ever was. I have 
no doubt about the sun rising to- 
morrow morning; He always has 
done so since I have been able 
to see Him. Why should I doubt 
my God, for He is more certain 
than the sun? The Nile ceases not 
to make Egypt laugh with plenty; 
men trust it, and why should not 
I trust my God, who is a river 
full of water, overflowing with 
lovingkindness, 

If we never doubt God till we 
have cause to do so, distrust will 
be banished from our hearts for- 
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We have much reason to suppose that Lot was 
a good man, a good Christian. In fact, he is named 
over in II Peter, chapter 2, and the Scripture says, 
“that righteous man. . . vexed his righteous soul 
from day to day with their unlawful deeds.” Lot 
there is called a righteous man, a just man, a 
godly man. And the Scripture says, “The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of tempta- 
tions,” and He led Lot out. 


You know the terrible ruin. Now let’s read the 
story in Genesis 13, verses 12 and 13: “Abram 
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled 
in the cities of the plain, and pitched his tent 
toward Sodom. But the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” I have 
no time to go into detail in every case, but of every 
person we mention here in the Bible, there was a 
gradual decay. There was a gradual letting down 
of the bars. One step back, then two steps back. 
Little by little this compromise. This godly man 
lived out in the plains. Then he said, “I ought to 
move in a little closer.”’ Day by day he moved closer 
and closer, and the next time we see Lot he is in the 
midst of Sodom. “But the men of Sodom were 
wicked . . . before the Lord exceedingly” (Gen. 13: 
13). 


In the nineteenth chapter we look into Sodom. 


Two angels have come from God to get Lot out. 


God said, “I can’t destroy Sodom until you get 
Lot out. He has failed Me, but He is Mine and I 
can’t destroy him with the wicked. And Abraham 
prayed for him.” So one angel said, ‘“‘We can’t do 
anything until we get ‘you out.” They left his 
married children who didn’t believe him; they left 
his wife, who was turned to a pillar of salt. Then 
the two single daughters he took with him got him 
drunk and they were guilty of incest, A terrible, 
sad story! . 

Now Genesis 19:7 shows Lot’s downfall. These 
wicked men came,’ knocked at the door and said, 
“Turn these angels out to us. We want to rape 
these. angels of God.” Lot replied, “I pray you, 
brethren, do not so wickedly.” He called them 
“brethren.” He said, ‘I have some daughters whom 
I will turn out in the night. Do as you wish with 
these virgin girls of mine.’ Lot called them breth- 
ren and was willing to sacrifice his daughters. 

Now Lot was a righteous man. We will meet 
Lot in Heaven, but he is going to have lots of tears 
and be terribly. ashamed when he meets us in 
Heaven, this man who sold out by running with 
bad company. It meant his utter ruin. Not all at 
once. First he was prosperous and made lots of 
money, great wealth. Then little by little came a 
breakdown in character, then utter ruin. 


Samson, Spirit-Filled, Strong Man, Was Led 
to Blindness and Slavery by Association 
With Delilah 

The next case I mention is.-Samson. I-do not 
have to go into great detail. That story is familiar. 
Samson was a man of God. I went through Judges, 
chapters 15 and 16, in my Bible this morning, and 
I noticed how the Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
on Samson again and again. The Spirit of the 
Lord came on Samson, and Samson’s strength was 
the strength of a man with a miracle on him, the 
power of God on him. The long hair he had was the 
sign of a vow, the vow of a Nazarite, separated 
wholly to God, The power of God was on him. 

Judges 16:4 tells us, “It came to pass after- 
ward, that he loved a woman in the valley of 
Sorek, whose name was Delilah.’ Now here is a 
Strange thing, which I do not understake to explain. 
As far as we can tell, God did not forsake 
Samson primarily because of the sins of the flesh, 
though there were some very shocking ones. But 
God forsook Samson because he sold out on the 
matter of his separation with an ungodly heathen 
woman and told her his secret and somewhat put 
his vow as a Nazarite at her mercy. So on the mat- 
ter of separation and bad company God quit Sam- 
son, “And he wist not that the Lord was departed 
from him” (Judg. 16:20). 

And the Philistines captured him, put out his 
eyes, put him grinding at the mill as a donkey, 
and went to report it in the house of their god 
that their idol god had overcome. No, their god 
overcame because God’s man sold out and he had 
a terrible, terrible end. 

Notice again that it was little by little, a pro- 
gress in sin, and so then at the end is ruin. 

Somebody asks, “Is it wrong to yoke up with 
unbelievers? I see some who do being blessed.” Yes, 
but you haven't seen the end of the story yet, you 
know. You follow Lot, and wait till the end. You 
follow Samson, and wait till the end. You can’t 
tell by first appearances. 

Somebody else asks, “If it is wrong to yoke 
up with unbélievers, why doesn’t God slap them 
down right now?” Well, would you want God to 
slap you down the first time you make a mistake, 
the first time you are wrong? Wouldn't you rather 
have mercy? Wouldn’t you rather God would be 
long-suffering, slow to anger and plenteous in 
mercy? Wouldn’t you rather God would give you 
a chance, and deal kindly? Oh, the mercy of God, 
who waits so long before He brings judgment on 
the child of God who compromises. But God does 
bring judgment. So it was with Samson. 


Solotion Married Heathen Women, Followed - 


Them Into Idolatry 


\ 


There is the sad story of the compromise of. 


King Solomon in I, Kings, chapter 11. Solomon had 
everything in his favor. In the first place, he was 
the son, and the favorite son, of King David. King 
David was a man, God said, ‘after His own heart.’ 
He fell into sin in one matter and suffered ter- 
ribly from it. But at least you can say this far 
David: he was out-and-out for God. 


Solomon then came to the throne and God 
blessed him. God said in a dream one night, “Solo- 
mon, what do you want—long life? What do you 
want—great wealth? What do you want—a big 
empire?” 

Solomon answered, “I am only a child. O God, 
give me wisdom to judge this so great people.” 

And so God said, “I will do it. And I will give 
you other things too because you asked for wis- 
dom.”’ So there came a divine wisdom on Solomon, 
that wisdom which is now recorded in the Proverbs, 
that wisdom which made him the- greatest em- 
peror of his time. I mean divine wisdom... I mean 
spiritual wisdom in the highest possible sense. I do 
not wonder that the Queen of Sheba said, “Behold, 


the half was not told me: thy wisdom and pros- — 


perity exceedeth the fame which I heard.” I am 
saying that Solomon was a noble, good man. 


But in I Kings 11:1, 2 we read, “But king 
Solomon loved many strange women | foreign wom- 
en|, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women 
of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, 
and Hittites; Of the nations concerning which the 
Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not 


go in to them neither shall they come in unto you: - 


for surely they. will turm away your heart after 
their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.” 


Now Solomon was wise. No doubt he said, “That 
is a good rule for the common people.” No doubt 
Solomon said, “If a fellow wasn’t really, really 
spiritual, or if a man wasn’t a real king anointed 
of God, or if a man wasn’t a real evangelist, or if 
a man wasn’t a mature Christian, or something 
else .... Well, that is a-good rule all right for 
others, but I have to maintain this kingdom. The 
safest way for me to keep peace with Pharaoh 
is to marry his daughter. And the safest way to 
please these Ammonites is to marry one of the 
daughters of the king.” 

So it wasn’t long until he had alliances and 
treaties and all those treaties backed by inter- 
marriage. And he had/a grand host of women. 
But Solomon would have said and there would 
have been some sincerity in it, “But I am king and 
I have God’s people that I am responsible for. God 
put me on this throne and I must keep peace here 
and rule.” And so Solomon intermarried with these 
heathen women. 

Now listen, “He had seven hundred wives, prin- 
cesses, and three hundred concubines: and his 
wives turned away his heart.” Notice this: the 
wives of these other countries, the princesses that 


he. took for political purposes, it may be, and whom. 


he loved, turned away his heart. 

“For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, 
that his wives turned away his heart after other 
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord 
his God, as was the heart. of David his father. 
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess 
of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination 
of the Ammonites. And Solomon did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and went not fully after the 
Lord, as did David his father. Then did Solomon 
build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination 
of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and 
for Molech |where they burned little children, as 
sacrifices|, the abomination of the children of 
Ammon, And likewise did he for all his strange 
wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto 
their gods. And the Lord was angry with Solomon, 
because his heart was turned from the Lord God 
of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 
And had commanded him concerning this thing, 
that he should not go after other gods: but he kept 
not that which the Lord commanded, Wherefore 
the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this 
is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my cove- 


nant and my statutes, which I have commanded - 


thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, 
and will give it to’thy servant. Notwithstanding 
in thy days I will not do it for David thy father’s 
sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son. 
Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; 
but will give one tribe to thy son for David my 
servant’s sake, and for Jerusalem’s sake which I 
have chosen. And the Lord stirred up an adversary 
unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite.”—I Kings 11: 
4-14, 

Now notice here the same truth as _ before. 
Judgment did not come immediately. Solomon went 
on, he reigned, he gained great power, he had great 
wealth such as no king since his time. His king- 
dom went all the way to the Euphrates and Tigris 
Rivers, then to the Mediterranean Sea and far 
south, and even to the borders of Egypt on the 
west. Solomon had a great kingdom; then little 
by little he went further into sin. God didn’t im- 
mediately strike him down. In fact, “For David’s 
sake,” God said, “I won’t do this in your lifetime, 


but I am angry with you.” It is the same old sad 
story. 


Listen! on this matter of following after the © 
Devil’s crowd, you had better say, “I will go by 


(Continued on page 9) 
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ever, Of men we speak as we 
find; let us do the same with God. 
Was He ever a wilderness to you? 
When did He forsake you? When 
did your cries return without an 
answer? What, has He ever said, 
“T have blotted you out of my 
book, and I will remember you no 
more!” You have doubted him, 
wickedly and wantonly, but never 
have you had any cause for sus- 
picion or mistrust. Now, since He 
is ‘the same yesterday, and today, 
and forever,” the God who deliv- 
ered you out of the jaw of the lion 
and out of the paw of the bear, 
will yet deliver you out of your 
present difficulty. 


Bethink you, dear friend, if He 
does not do so He will lose all that 
He has done. When I see a potter 
making a vessel, if he is using 
some delicate clay upon which he 
has spent much preliminary labor 
to bring it to its proper fineness; 
and if I see him again, and again, 
and again moulding the vessel— 
if I see, moreover, that the pat- 
tern is coming out—if I know that 
he has put it in the oven, and 
that the colors are beginning to 
display themselves—I bethink me 
were it common delftware I could 
understand his breaking up what 
he had done, because it would be 
but worth little; but since it is 
a piece of rich and rare porcelain 
upon which months of labor had 
been spared, I could not under- 
stand his saying, “I will not go 
on with it;”’ because he would lose 
so much that he has already 
spent. Look at some of those rich 
vessels by Bernard de Palissy, 
which are worth their weight in 
gold, and you can hardly imagine 
Bernard stopping when he had 
almost finished, and saying, “I 
have been six months over this, 
but I shall never take the pains 
to complete it.” 


Now, God has spent the blood 
of His own dear Son to save you; 
He has spent the power of the 
Holy Spirit to make you what He 
would have you be, and He will 
never stay His mighty hand till 
His work is done. “Hath he said, 
and shall he not do it? Hath he 
begun, 
plete?”’ God will have no unfin- 
ished works. When Jehovah's ban- 
ner is furled, and His sword is 
sheathed, then shall He cry— 


“"Tis done, 
For the kingdoms of this world 
Are the kingdoms of my Son.” 


In that day every vessel that 
He prepared for glory shall stand 
in that glory, having been made 
perfectly meet for it. Do not, then, 
despair, because of your present 
trouble. 


Doubtless some of you are say- 
ing that I am speaking as one who 
does not know the occasion or the 
bitterness of your peculiar dis- 
tress, My dear friends, I do not 
care to know it. Enough for me 
to know that if God has wrought 
for His servants so great a de- 
liverance as He has done, the 
present difficulty is only like 
Samson’s thirst, and I ani*sure He 
will not let you die of faintness, 
nor suffer the daughter of the un- 
circumcised to triumph over you. 

“Ah!” says one, “it is all very 
Well talking, but mine is a very, 
very, very peculiar case.” Well, 
then, dear brother, there is a spe- 
cial reason why God should de- 
liver you, because, if Satan could 
Overcome in that peculiar case, he 
would then say that he could 
have overcome all the saints if 
he could have got them into the 
same corner, and he would loudly 
boast, just as though the whole 
had perished. But I do not think 
that your case is so very peculiar; 
it is only the way in which you 
look at it. The road of sorrow has 
been well trodden; it is the regu- 
lar sheep-track to Heaven, and 
all the flock of God have had 
to pass -along it. So, I pray you, 
cheer up your heart with Sam- 
son’s words, and rest assured that 
God will deliver you soon. 


IV. But Lost Sinners Have No 
Refuge, No Help 

And now, while I have been 
talking thus, the thought has 
sprung up in my breast that 
many people listen to me who are 
not Christians. My friends, my 
great wonder is, what some of you 
do without God. I can hardly un- 
derstand how the rich man can 


‘ 


and shall he not com-4 


for he must suffer from bereave- 
ment and bodily pain as well as 
the poor. Those silly butterflies 
of fashion, who spend all their 
time in flitting about from flower 
to flower, are so heartless and 
thoughtless that I cannot compre- 
hend how they can do without 
God. With empty heads and silly 
hearts men and women can make 
gods of anything; their own pretty 
persons can be quite sufficient ob- 
ject for their idiotic worship. But 
a man that stands right straight 
up, a sensible thinking man—a 
working man tf you will—I do 
not mind whether he works with 
the dry heat of his brain or with 
the damp sweat of his face—I can- 
not understand how a man like 
this, with organs of thought and 
a reasoning soul, can go on with- 
out God. 


There must be pinches with 
some of you when you want a 
God. I had been in a madhouse 
a dozen times if it had not been 
for my God. My feet had alto- 
gether gone into the chambers of 
despair, and I had ended this life, 
if it had not been for the faithful 
promises of the God that keeps 
and preserves His people. My life 
has not been a miserable, but a 
happy one; and yet I tell you that 
there have been times in it when 
I could not have done without my 
God. 


I do not understand what some 
of you, who are always at the 
pinch, do without God. There are 
many such here. You are poor; 
you are not often without sick- 
ness; you were born inheritors of 
maladies that make _ your life 
wretched; your children are sick- 
ly about you; it is as much as you 
can do by Saturday night to make 
ends meet; you are frequently in 
debt; you are constantly in trou- 
ble. Oh! I cannot tell what you 
do without God. Why, you have 
nothing here, and no hope of any- 
thing hereafter! Poor souls, I 
could weep for you to think that 
you are without God! 


I went some time ago into the 
house of our brother Stephenson; 
a good soldier of the cross was 
he: he fell asleep in Jesus; and 
when I saw his weeping sons and 
daughters, I felt, “I have easy 
work here.” I said to them, “Why, 
what a mercy it is that your fath- 
er is gone, for he has lingered 
long in pain, and you know how 
ready he was to enter into rest.” 
That was very different from what 
sometimes happens. Only a little 
while ago a sister came to me 
weeping as if she would break her 
heart. “Ah, sir,” said she, “my 
brother is dead, and he died with- 
out hope.” It was a sad case, but 
then she had a God to repair to 
even under that sharp trial. But, 
when. death comes into your 
house, you have no God! 


I knelt down and prayed with 
those poor weeping girls this 
morning, and, though their father 
was but just dead, I marked that 
the voice of prayer had evidently 
a soothing charm about it, and 
though they wept, yet it seemed 
to soothe and pacify them. But 
some of you do not pray, and, 
therefore, this comfort cannot be 
yours. 

And you will come to die soon. 
When the death thirst is in your 
throat, what do you think you 
will do without God? To die in 
God’s presence, is simply to let 
life blossom into something better 
than life; but to die without God 
must be horrible! You will not 
want your boon companions then. 
Strong drink will not pacify you 
then. Music will have no charms 
for you then. The love of a tender 
and gentle wife_can yield you but 
sorry comfort then. You may lay 
your money bags at your side, but 
they .wilt not calm your palpitat- 
ing heart-then. You will hear the 
boomings of the waves of the 
great sea of eternity; you will feel 
your feet slipping into the dread- 
ful quicksand; you will clutch 
about you for help, but there will 
be none! Instead thereof, invisible 
hands shall begin to pull you 
down. And down through the dark 
sea you must descend to those 
darker depths where dread despair 
-will be your everlasting heritage! 

But there is hope yet. Whoso- 
ever believeth in the Lord Jesus 
Christ shall be saved. Turn thine 
eye to Christ, poor sinner, as He 
hangs there suffering in man’s 
stead, taking human guilt on Him- 
self, and being punished for it as 
though it were His own. Trust 
Him, sinner, and resting in Jesus, 
thou ‘shalt be saved! 


These Bible Christians ... 


(Continued from page 8) 


the Word of God, not by appearances.” If Solomon 
had gone by what he saw in this matter, he would 
have said, “I am still king. I still have my wives. 
I still live in a palace.’”’ And Solomon would have 
excused himself. In the long run you can be sure 
that your sin will find you out. The Bible says 
about liquor, “At the last it biteth like a serpent”’ 
—not at first. And the Bible says about the harlot 
woman, “But her end [not the beginning] is bitter 
as wormwood.” “Sin, when it is finished [not the 
beginning] bringeth forth death” (James 1:15), the 
Seripture says, : 


And so it was with Solomon. A sad case. I am 
sadder about Solomon because in some ways the 
man with the most promise and the most blessing 
went into sin and lost the blessing of God because 
he compromised and married in with unsaved 
people, 


King Asa Made Agreement With Wicked 
Ben-hadad and Lost God’s Favor 

Here is another case. This, too,-is a sad case, 
the case of Asa, recorded in II Chronicles, chapter 
15. Now there is much good said about King Asa. 
In fact, an amazing amount of good things were 
said about this man, a man of God. He was a man 
who no doubt loved God. There is no doubt that 
he was a good man. 


In the 15th chapter the Lord talks about Asa 
and tells how he set out to serve God. Then there 
came a great Ethiopian army of a thousand thou- 
sand who came out against Asa. He said, ‘Lord, 
it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many, 
or with them that have no power.” And he said, 
“This army of mine is just a little one.” But God 
blessed him and they defeated the Ethiopians. That 
army of a million men fled, and Asa’s army took 
great spoil and came back rejoicing. 


Then the power of God came upon Azariah and 
he said, “If you will be true to God, He will stay 
with you and help you.” 


“And when Asa heard these words, and the 
prophecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, 
and put away the abominable idols out of all the 
land of Judah and Benjamin ,... And he gath- 
ered all Judah and Benjamin and strangers with 
them .'. . [and taught them the Word of God| 
when they saw that the Lord his God was with 
him... .. And they entered into a covenant to 
seek the Lord God of their fathers with all their 
heart and with all their soul... . And also con- 
cerning Maachah the mother of Asa the king, he 


removed her from being queen, because she had 


“Daddy, you have 
me and Mommy 


yet!” 


Somewhere we read the story of the great 


made an idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her 
idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at the brook 
Kidron.’’—II Chron. 15:8, 9, 16. 


A good man, this man Asa, but there came 
trouble. meee 


Then Baasha in the northern kingdom took 
some of the cities and he and Asa were going to 
have war. So Asa sent to Ben-hadad, king of Syria, 
and said, “There is a league between me and thee, 
as there was between my father and thy father: 
behold, I have sent thee silver and gold; go, break 
thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may 
depart from me” (II Chron. 16:3). So Ben-hadad 
did. 

Now then II Chronicles 16:7, 8, says, ‘And at 
that time Hanani the seer | watch that man Hanani. 
He is a good man. He has a boy who will be a good 
man. You will listen to him| came to Asa king 
of Judah, and said unto him, Because thou hast 
relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the 
Lord thy God, therefore is the host of the king 
of Syria escaped out of thine hand. Were not the 
Ethiopians and the Lubims.a huge host, with very 
many chariots and horsemen? yet, because thou 
didst rely on the Lord, he delivered them into thine 
hand.” 


Listen! You had better be relying on God in- 
stead of on modernists, instead of on denomina- 
tional bosses, instead of on popes and bishops and 
secretaries and conventions. You had better be 
relying on God instead of on pull and prestige and 
standing. Did you know that? 

But read on. God said further, “For the eyes of 
the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 
earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of fhem 
whose heart is perfect toward him. Herein thou 
hast done foolishly: therefore from henceforth thou 
shalt have wars” (II Chron. 16:9). 

Then did Asa, this good man, say, ‘Well, I am 
sorry. I made a mistake”? Did he? No, I am sorry 
he didn’t. Sometimes in the Bible when a man is 
rebuked by another Christian, he turns his back 
on his sin. Peter was rebuked by Paul in Galatians, 
chapter 2. Paul said, “You have compromised. You 
have led Barnabas wrong. Now everybody says it is 
wrong to eat dinner with these Gentile converts 
because you want to be popular with the denomina- 
tional leaders up in Jerusalem, Because you want 
them to think you are more of a Jew than a 
Christian, you compromise.” And Paul said, “I 
withstood him to his face, because he was to be 
blamed:” And as far as we know, Peter did turn 
his back on his sin when Paul rebuked him. 

And did Asa do the same? No, he did not. 
Listen, ‘“‘Then Asa was wroth with the seer [this 
prophet of God], and put him in a prison house; 
for he was in a rage with him because of this 


(Continued on page 11) 


have any comfort without God, 


—The End— 


sorrow and heartbreak of a great businessman. One 
evening, so greatly distressed, he cried out—more 
to himself than to the family in the room—‘I have 
suffered and endured great mental strain; now | 
have lost everything!” Then the little daughter, 
evidently sympathizing with her father and taking 
things literally, said: ‘‘Daddy,-you- have me and 
Mommy yet!” What a rebuke! 


Mr 


But again John R. Rice writes a wise word and one 
that has tremendous meaning when he says, “This 
matter of God’s presence with His people is not for the 
favored few, but for all. Every born-again child of God 
can know that God is with him and has promised ever 


lieving.” 
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to be with him, never to forsake him. On this matter 
we are not to go by our feelings. God is with you when 
you feel His presence. But He is also with you when you 
do not feel His presence. God is with you when your 
heart is happy and your faith is high. He is also with 
you when you are downcast and discouraged and unbe- 


That is as fine a word as was ever uttered by the 
greatest saints both in the pulpit and out. Thank God 
for His unspeakable gift! Thank God for His unfailing 
promises! Thank God for His lifting power and guiding 
force in the hearts and lives of His people everywhere 
and at all times. Here it is: “I will never leave you nor. 
forsake you.” Do you believe that? ~ 

How many shut-ins or sickly people would be 
happy by acopy of this great book of Christian comfort, 


God’s Cure for 


made 


~~ 
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The great artist Leonardo da Vinci once took a friend 
to view his greatest masterpiece, “The Last Supper.” His 
friend remarked, “The most striking thing in the picture is 
the cup.” The famous artist took his brush, and with one 
strike wiped out the cup, as he said, “Nothing in my painting 
shall attract more attention than the face of my Master!” 
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and was running down the street 
just to get away from Dorothy. It 
was a sad Dorothy who tried to 
talk to Norma at recess and after 
school, for Norma wouldn’t listen. 

That night Dorothy cried as she 
told her mother all about it. “And 
Mother, she had just said she’d 
like Jesus to help her. I believe 


Norma was very near to becoming 
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This newest pamphlet from the 
pen of Editor John R. Rice is one 
every Christian should have! You 
will be amazed at the parallel be- 
tween this Old Testament story 
of Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, 
and the problems of compromise 
and cooperation facing present-day 
Christians. The subhead describes 
the story as follows: “How an Old 
Testament saint avoided the ‘Fun- 
damentalist-Modernist Controver- 
sy’ by yoking up with unbelievers: 
the fearful consequences.” 

This paragraph sums up the 
message of the book: ‘The prob- 
lems Jehoshaphat met were simi- 
lar to the problems with _which 
men must deal today. A man of 
God in a world full of people who 
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do not love God—what will his 
attitude be toward these men, how 
far will he go with his fellow- 
ship? If he loves them enough to 
‘help them, will he love them 
enough to compromise with them? 
And if a man, in disobedience to 
God, errs on the side of fellowship, 
“how wilt-God deal with him? How 


| will his sin affect his children and 


his generation?’’ 

These questions are answered 
With warmth and understanding, 
with imagination and scholarship, 
from the Bible story of Jehosha- 
phat. We think it is a needed 
book, an important book, one that 
will have a strong influence on 
those who read it. 


This is the booklet you may 
have if you complete Puzzle Num- 
ber 5 correctly and return it to 
us before the deadline. It has an 
attractive colored cover, 32 pages, 
in the popular 25e¢ series of book- 
lets. Get busy and earn it so you 
can read it, and pass it around or 
file it. It’s a wonderful message! 
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a Christian and now I’ve spoiled 
it all,” said Dorothy. “What can 
I do?” 

Day after day Dorothy faith- 
fully practiced her piece, and Miss 
Langston confided to a friend who 
told Dorothy’s mother, that she 
was almost sure Dorothy had the 
advantage over Norma. Norma did 
not seem as good as usual, and 
Miss Langston said if she didn’t 
pep up and get down to some real 
practicing, Dorothy would run 
away with the recital. 


Since -Martin Von Stobbin, the 
great Dutch musician, was to be 
one of the judges, word had to 
come from him as to when he 
would be in Chicago. Miss Lang- 
ston told Dorothy and her mother 
two weeks before the recital it 
would be held on Thursday even- 
ing, May 4, at 7:30. 

“But, Miss Langston, that’s 
when I sing for Jesus at a Know 
Your Bible Club Rally in a Re- 
formed Church on the South Side,” 
said Dorothy. Talent from the af- 
ternoon radio cast was often in- 
vited to churches in and around 
Chicago. 


“I’m sorry, Dorothy, but that’s 
one evening you'll have to miss. 
You don’t.get a chance to win a 
silver cup and get the hearing of 
such a great musician as Von Stob- 
bin every Thursday, but you can 
sing your religious song anytime,” 
said Miss Langston, who went to 
church, but didn’t really love the 
things of the Lord. 


“Mother, what shall I do? The 
recital will be at the same time I 
promised to sing at the rally,” a 
sad little girl asked her mother 
after her music teacher had left. 

“Dorothy, there are times when 
boys and girls have to make their 
own decisions. I wish I could de- 
cide for you but I can’t, dear. 
You'll have to decide for yourself.” 

A certain pillow was wet with 
tears that night, but a _ bright- 
eyed little girl faced her mother 
across the breakfast table the next 
morning with the words, “I’m go 
ing to the rally, Mother.” 

Tears came to her’ mother’s 
eyes, tears of pride and joy in a 
girl who showed by her decision 
that she loved the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His work more than 
anything else. 

Miss Langston was provoked 
when she heard that Dorothy was 
not going to play at the recital, 
and. she made some remark about 
Christians not being interested in 
cultural attainment. 

The night of the recital came 
and the pretty blue taffeta dress 
that Dorothy was to have worn 
hung in her closet among her 
school blouses and skirts, and 


inches wide) on a separate sheet 
of paper your name and address, 
and the answers according to the 
clue numbers given. Entries will 
not be returned. 


3. In order for you to receive 
the booklet, JHHOSHAPHAT’S 
SIN, His Associates, and His Sons, 
your entry mst be postmarked 
by midnight, February 9, 1959. If 
your paper arrives after the dead- 
line date, please place the date of 
arrival on the entry. The answer 
to Puzzle Number 5 will appear in 
the February 20—issue of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. 


4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a coupon along 
with the weekly prize. Save these 
coupons! They. are important! At 
the end of the year those who have 
forty-eight coupons will receive a 
large type, clothbound Scofield 
Reference Bible, Please remember 
‘that the coupons which you have 
are the only record of your cor- 
rect entries. It will be your re- 
sponsibility to keep the coupons. 
In addition, note that coupons may 
not be exchanged with one an- 
other. The winning of a Bible is 
on an individual and not a group 
basis. Please limit all correspond- 
ence to only necessary items, and 
always include your complete ad- 
dress. 
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The measure of a man’s 
real character is what he 
would do if he knew he would 
nevei' be found out. 


—Macaulay. 
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Dorothy wore her dark red velvet- 
een to the rally. Tears choked the 
voice of the leader of the children’s 
program as she told the audience 
of the sacrifice Dorothy had made 
to be there that night. Never did 
the words of a song ring more true, 
as Dorothy sang, “I don’t have to 
wait until I’m grown up to be 
what. Jesus wants me to _ be.” 
Everyone knew she was singing 
her love and devotion to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Not a word about the recital was 
said all the way home from the 
rally, and. neither did Daddy nor 
Mother nor brother Don mention 
it the next morning, although you 
could tell that all of them were 
wondering if Norma had won the 
silver cup. 

Of course she had. Miss Town- 
send, the seventh grade teacher, 
announced it the first thing Fri- 


day morning. Dorothy tried to 
smile at Norma, but Norma 
would not look at her. Norma 


seemed fidgety and not so sure of 
herself as she usually did. At re- 
cess-the girls crowded around her, 
and asked all kinds of questions 
about the recital, so Dorothy 
couldn’t get near her. 

Right after recess, the girl a- 
cross the aisle passed a note from 
Norma to Dorothy, which read, 
“I want to walk home with you 
this noon. I’ve got something to 
tell you.” 

Norma linked her arm in Doro- 
thy’s and plainly showed Marian, 
who tried to join them, that she 
wanted to be alone with Dorothy. 
As soon as Marian went on ahead 


‘. to walk with some of the other 


girls, Norma exclaimed, “I did it, 
Dorothy, and I’m so happy.” 


“T know you did, Norma, and 
I’m happy for you,” said Dorothy. 

“How. did you know it? I haven't 
told anyone but you.” 

“Why, Norma, Miss Townsend 
told the whole class!” 

“Oh, you’re talking about that 
old silver cup. I don’t mean that, 
Dorothy. It’s something that’s 
worth a million silver cups. I took 
Jesus aS my Saviour.” 

“Norma, you didn’t!’-exclaimed 
Dorothy, who could hardly believe 
her ears. 

“T lied the other day when I said 
I didn’t mean I’d like Jesus to be 
my Helper like He’s yours. But I 
didn’t really know how much you 
loved Him until you gave up the 
recital to sing for Him at the rally. 
When you did that, Dorothy, I 
decided that He really must be as 
wonderful as you say He is. So 
after the recital, when I was all 
alone in my room, I just said, 
‘Lord Jesus, I love You. I know 
You died on the cross for my sins. 
Come into my heart,’ and He did. 
I prayed another prayer too. I 
said, ‘Help me to love You just 
like Dorothy does!’ ”’ 

Right there on the street a little 
Gentile Christian and a little Jew- 
ish Christian hugged and. kissed 
each other. 

Dorothy and Norma are the best, 
friends you ever saw. Once when. 
they were talking and laughing 
about the recital, Norma said, “‘I- 
got the silver cup but you got. 


a star in your crown. I'd trade. 
with you if we could.” 
They are going to’ graduate 


from grammer school in June, and 
they’ve been asked to play the 
piano together. It’s sure to be one 
of the best numbers on the pro- 
gram. - 

(Used by permission. From ALIVE! By 


Aunt Theresa, Moody Press, Chicago 10, 
Illinois. ) 


MEMORY VERSE: “And they 
that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteous- 
Mess as the stars for ever and_ 
ever” (Daniel 12:3). 


QUESTION: Are you a_ wise 
person? Our verse says a wise 
person is one who wins souls, who 
helps others to trust the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour. Maybe you have 
never showed anyone how to be 
saved before. Why don’t you try 
it this week? Then you will have 
a Star in your crown like Dorothy. 
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These Bible Christians ... 


(Continued from page 9) 


thing. And Asa oppressed some of the people the 
same time.” 

Poor Asa! A good man? Yes, the Bible had 
described him up until this time as “perfect” be- 
fore the Lord, a word which in the Bible generally 
means completely sold out to God. It doesn’t mean 
sinless perfection, but a single-minded man, So 
now what about it? | 

“And Asa in the thirty and ninth year of his 
reign was diseased in his feet, until his disease 
was exceeding great: yet in his disease he sought 
not to the Lord, but to the physicians.” I wonder 
why not? Because he had sold out, and now he is 
ashamed to call on God. He has depended on men 
so long, now he doesn’t depend on God. So the 
Scripture says, “And Asa slept with his fathers, 
and died in the one and fortieth year of his reign.’ 
Died without prayer, Died out of fellowship, A 
saved man? Yes—and met God ashamed. He didn’t 
pray in his trouble because he had already gone 

to depending on men instead of on God. 
) I will mention one more case, 


Jehoshaphat, Like Asa, Helped the Ungodly 
and Loved Those.-Who Hated the Lord! 
Asa had a boy Jehoshaphat. Most of the way 

Jehoshaphat followed his father Asa in good things. 

Many wonderful things are told us about this man 

Jehoshaphat, and I call your attention to some 

of them. 

In II Chronicles, chapter 17, we read, “And 
Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead, and 
strengthened himself against Israel [the northern 
kingdom!. And he placed forces in all the fenced 
cities of Judah, ... And the Lord was with Je- 
hoshaphat, because he walked in the first ways of 
his father David, and sought not unto Baalim; But 
sought to the Lord God of his father, . . . There- 
fore the Lord stablished the kingdom in his hand” 
(II Chron. 17:1-5). Then there came a great revival 
and they sent out princes and Levites to teach 
the people. God blessed him and the fear of the 
Lord came on the nations round about. 

“Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in 
abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab’’—Ahab, 
the wicked king of the northern kingdom. Ahab 
who served Baal and kept 450 prophets of Baal, 
and married wicked Jezebel. Do you remember? 

“Now Jehoshaphat had riches and honour in 
abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. And 
after certain years he went down to Ahab to 
Samaria. And Ahab killed sheep and oxen for him 
in abundance, and for the people that-he had with 
him. | Who were the people with him? I don’t know 
-all of them, but one of them was his son, because 
later we find his son fell in love with Ahab’s 
daughter and married her. So that son went along. 
He saw it; he got into the thing.| .... And Ahab 
king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat’ king of 
Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth-gilead? 
And he answered him, I am as thou art, and my 
people as thy people; and we will be with thee in 
the war.’’—II. Chron. 18:3. 

Jehoshaphat said, “There is no line between us. 
I believe what you believe. You and I both are on 
the same side, we are sided together.” That is ruin 
for any Christian when there is no line drawn 
between belief and unbelief; where the Bible is 
the Word of God or the Bible is not the Word of 
God; where Jesus Christ’s blood atoned and paid 
for sin or Jesus was only a good man. Listen to 
me! If you don’t keep that line drawn, you can't 
have God on your side. The man who depends too 
much on men doesn’t have God’s help. 

“All right,’”’ Jehoshaphat said, “We are just like 
you are in the war.” “And Jehoshaphat said unto 
the king of Israel, Enquire, I pray thee, at the 
word of the Lord to day” (II Chron. 18:4). 

Oh, they had lots of preachers who said, “This 
is fine. Yes, the results justify it. Never mind. It is 
all right to do evil a little bit just so good comes 
out of it. Yes, the Lord is going to be with you, 
Ahab and Jehoshaphat. Go down there. The Lord 
is with you.” 

But Jehoshaphat said, “I feel a little uneasy; 
my conscience hurts me a little bit over this busi- 
ness. Haven’t you got another prophet?” 

“Yes,” he said, “We have one man, Micaiah, 
but I don’t like him.” 

“Why don’t you like him?” 

“He preaches so plain and makes people mad. 
He is so dogmatic and he is kind of a dictator. 
He is not ecumenical in spirit, and he doesn’t get 
along with people. Every time he preaches, he 
jumps on me, and I don’t like it,” Ahab answered. 

“Oh well, don’t say that. Let’s see what he has 
to say,” Jehoshaphat replied. 

Micaiah said, ‘I saw Israel like sheep scattered 
on a hillside without any shepherd. God sent lying 
spirits to your prophets and they promised you 
good, but you are not going to come back.” 

Angry Ahab said, ‘Did I not tell thee that he 
would not prophesy good unto me, but evil? Put 
this fellow in the prison,” he ‘said to his son, “and 
feed him with bread of affliction and with water 
of affliction, until I return in peace.” 

So Micaiah said, “I will be on bread and water 
-a long time then, because you are not coming back 
at all.” 

And he went out. Sure enough, Ahab got killed, 
_-but Jehoshaphat got out alive. 


_ “And Jehoshaphat the king of Judah returned 
to his house in peace to Jerusalem [though his 
partner Ahab was killed]. And Jehu thg son. of 
Hanani the seer [this is the son of the fellow that 
rebuked Asa his father; this is the son of the 
other seer| went out to meet him, and said to king 
Jehoshaphat, Shouldest thou help the ungodly, and 
love them that hate the Lord? therefore is wrath 
upon thee from before the Lord.” 


You say, “I thought he was saved.” He is, You 
say, “I thought he was a good man.” He is. And 
God is angry with him. God gets angry with His 
own children. Did you know that? God punishes 
His own children. 


Now Jehoshaphat went and tried to get things 
cleaned up. He did things good and all that. Then 
came the rebellion of the Moabites and God helped 
him out and gave great victory. ‘“‘And Jehoshaphat 
feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and 
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah” (II Chron. 
20:39. God came and gave great victory, but 
strangely enough, he compromises again. 

“And after this did Jehoshaphat king of Judah 
join himself with Ahaziah king of Israel [the son 
of Ahab|, who did very wickedly: And he joined 
himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish: 
and they made the ships in Ezion-Gaber.”’ He 
yoked up with the father and now he yokes up 
with the wicked son, too. They are going to send 
them out to Africa as Solomon did, to get gold 
and silver, ivory and apes and peacocks. ‘“Then 
Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied 
against Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou hast 
joined thyself with Ahaziah, the Lord hath broken 
thy works. And the ships were broken” (II Chron. 
20:35-57). A great storm came'and the ships were 
broken and sunk because God was displeased with 
the compromise. First, there came rebuke; now he 
yoked up with another sinner and this time God 
brought great financial disaster. But that is not 
enough; that is not all. 

Now turn back to II Kings. There is another 
story here of the same thing in the third chapter. 
Now Jehoram, son of king Ahab, comes to reign 
and so Jehoshaphat yokes up with that one, too. 
Jehoram said, “What are you going to do? We 
ought to go over there. The Moabites have rebelled 
against me.” 

And Jehoshaphat said, “I will go up: I am as 
thou art, my people as thy people, and my horses 
as thy horses” (II Kings 3:7). That is what he 
Said many years ago to Jehoram’s father Ahab. 
And he got into trouble then. So they went out and 
then came a war and they got to praying. Elisha 
the prophet is there. Elisha said, “Were it not 
that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king 
of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see 
thee.” He said, “You are in the wrong crowd, 
Jehoshaphat.” And then Elisha told him, Make this 
valley full of ditches, then God will help you.” 

What happened? Great disaster came. This man 
Jehoshaphat had a son, Jehoram, who married 
Ahab’s daughter and died after a short reign of 
great sin. He died in great disease and without be- 
ing mourned, and was buried, “but not in the 
sepulchres of the kings” (II Chron. 21:20). Great 
trouble came. 

I am telling you, you can’t get by with yoking 
up with unbelievers. Everybody wants to be with 
the “ins” instead of the “outs.’”’ Everybody wants 
to be with the big crowd instead of the little 
crowd. That is not God’s plan. Jesus said, “If the 
world hate you, ye know it hated me before it 
hated you.” You are no better than Jesus Christ. 
Does anybody here think he is better than Jesus? 
Hold up your hand, If the world has it in for Jesus 
and hates Him, and He is the Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, i don’t know that you ought 
to be liked so well, with everybody patting you on 
the back while you co-operate with everybody. I 
don’t see that. I don’t see why a. good Christian 
shouldn’t be willing to suffer some with Jesus. 
You tell me why Paul the apostle ought to be in 
jail most of his life and finally have his head cut 
off, and Stephen ought td be stoned to death, his 
brains beaten out with bloody stones outside the 
city and yet you think you ought to have every- 
body like you! You have the job, the prestige and 
the big salary. And you think, “When I get out of 
here, if I will just play ball with the denomination, 
it won't be long before I will be driving a car with 
high tail fins waving in the breeze, and I will be 
having the big meals and getting along fine. Yes 
sir!” 

Let me tell you the place for Christians. This 
is the age for crosses, not for crowns. Did you know 
that? And if we suffer with Him, then later we will 
reign with Him. 

In Jesus’ name, I call you to watch about bad 
company. It will ruin anybody, I didn’t take time 
to tell you about Peter, I will another time, God 
willing. But I tell you now, if you yoke up with the 
Devil’s crowd—whether it is in marriage like 
Solomon, or whether it is in a business venture 
like Lot, or whether it is in secret love as it was 
with Samson, or whether it is in political matters, 
or the Lord’s business as it was with Jehoshaphat 
and Asa—yoking up with the wrong crowd means 
ruin, It is little by little, little by little. 

In the case of Chuck ‘Templeton it meant re- 
pudiating his ministry, going into writing stories 
for television, and some of it hasn’t yet happened. 
But put this down: your sins find you out when 
you run with bad company. 

: —The End— 


Their Most Important Years 


‘The years your children spend at home, under your care, follow- 
ing in your footsteps—those are the important years. Those are the 
years that will mold your child’s future—and, to a sobering extent, 
his eternal destiny. How important it is that you have God’s help! 


Dr. John R. Rice has been wonderfully blessed of God as coun- 
selor and pastor, and as an evangelist. He has written a book dealing 


j with the problems that face Christian parents. He is father of a large 


family, he has faced the problem himself, and he has found God’s 
answer. In 


THE HOME: 
Courtship, Marriage and Children 


Dr. Rice shows why God requires parents to whip their children, and 
discusses the matters of discipline. He shows why children ought to be 
taught to honor their parents, proves this training will settle many, 
many other difficulties. Dr. Rice gives a practical plan for family 
worship in the home, tells how to’teach children to pray. He points 
out God’s command for teaching the Bible in the home and winning 
the children to Christ. Finally, he discusses the parents’ responsibility 
to the church, the school and the community. The Bible teaching here is 


oy 


detailed and specific, and you will find real encouragement as you read. 
You are building for eternity. Let this book help you in that tremend- 
ously important task! 


Enthusiastic Recommendation 
of Parents: 

“Tt just seemed to be the thing 
I needed. I knew what the Bible 
taught about ‘spare the rod and 
spoil the child’ but then again I 
had read so many articles in 
books, papers, and so on against 
punishing children in this way— 
| didn’t really know what to do. 
Your article has given me new 
courage to go ahead and do what 
the Bible teaches.” —Mrs. C. A., 
Laurel,: Mont. 

“We thought we had a happy 
Christian home . .. but when 
your book on The Home came 
and | read it through with eager- 
ness, | immediately discovered 
there were many, many. things 
to be changed in our home, and 
they are getting changed!”’ 


Mrs. R. W., Cedarville, Ohio 
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THE TWENTY-TWO CHAPTERS ARE: 


. MARRIAGE AND HOME. 13. 
- COURTSHIP AND THE DANGER OF 
PETTING. 14. 
. PRINCIPLES OF A SUCCESSFUL | 15. 
AND HAPPY MARRIAGE. 16. 
. SOME THINGS THAT SHOULD DE- 
LAY MARRIAGE. 17. 
. SOME SHOULD Notr MARRY. 
18. 
19. 


“HToNOUR THY FATHER AND THY 
MOTHER.” Dire, RE 

FAMILY WORSHIP. 

PRAYER IN THE HOME. 
TEACHING THE BIBLE IN THE 
HOME. 

WINNING CHILDREN TO CHRIST 
IN THE HOME. 

CHARACTER BUILDING IN THE 
HOME, 

HoME COOPERATION WITH 
CHuRCH, SCHOOL AND COM- 
MUNITY. 

ADULTERY, THE RUIN QF MAR- 
RIAGE AND MORALS. 
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6. MAN, Gop’s DrepuTy AS HEAD 
OF THE HOME. 

7. WIvES TO BE SUBJECT To Hus- 
BANDS. 

8. LETTER TO A YOUNG HUSBAND. 
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20. 
. NORMAL SEX LIFE IN MARRIAGE. 


10. THr BLESSING OF CHILDREN. 21. DIVORCE, THE WRECK OF. MAr- 

11. BirTH CONTROL. : RIAGE. 

12. CORRECTION AND DISCIPLINE OF | 22. MAKING CHRIST HEAD OF THE 
CHILDREN. HOME. 


381 large pages, 22 chapters, sturcy two-color binding --- $3 
(Add lic postage) 
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originator of the now world- 
famous Illustro Graph method of 


Maes RUSH was scared. 


She always accompanied her husband as they 
ministered to the needy in the hospital. 

As they walked from ward to ward, the folks 

seemed more concerned about their physical 
problems than in the things of the Lord. 
Down the hall she heard an accordionist play- 
ing jazz in the auditorium for the patients 
who were not bed-ridden. As he finished each 
number, she heard them applaud. 

Would people listen if she could play Gospel 
music? 

Could she ever learn to play? 

Mrs. Rush felt no peace. 

Then she saw our advertisement in a maga- 
zine.... just as you see this invitation here.... 

She responded ... just like I hope you will. ... 

I wrote her a personal letter .... just like I 
hope to write you. 

Immediately she enrolled in our easy Illustro 
Graph accordion course. 

Now, bear in mind, Mrs, Rush knew ABSO- 
LUTELY NOTHING about music—but in two 
weeks after she enrolled, she walked into the 

rard, her husband proudly carrying her accor- 
dion. ; 

She wrote me that she shook all over. Her 
fingers perspired ,... her heart seemed to 
pound, 

Just when she was ready to back out, her 
husband proudly announced: 

Mrs. Rush will now play, “Nothing but the 
Blood of Jesus.” 

As she started to play, she almost vowed that 
if the Lord would help her through this one 
time, she would never play again. 

Slowly, softly, sweetly, the music came, 

There in a dark, almost secluded corner of 
the room lay a woman... far past the middle 
years of life. Slowly she opened her eyes... 
tears trickled down her wrinkled, furrowed 
cheeks. A smile slowly began to form on her 
face. Someone had thought of her. 

Immediately,.Mrs. Rush said, all fear left her. 


CLIP 
COUPON 
TODAY 


FOR FREE SAMPLE 
LESSON, BROCHURE, 
T.Q.T. AND FULL 
INFORMATION 


learning accordion, organ and piano. 


Joy filled her heart. She knew that now she 
was serving the Lord in a fuller way than she 
had ever before experienced. 


In her own sweet way she sang each verse. 
When she came to the last chorus, “O precious 
is the flow that makes me white as snow,” the 
sweet old lady lost her smile .... a sorrow 
gripped her heart. 


Here was a lady, dying . . . who never in her 
life heard the Gospel of the saving power of 
Christ. 


Her husband kneeled by the bedside and 
dealt with the lady about her soul. While Mrs. 
Rush played, her husband led the little old lady 
to the Lord. 

How easy it was. What joy it brought. 

I have seen many Mrs. Rush’s.... many 
folks like her ....and like you.... who never 
even hoped to be able to play. : 

The hope and assurance that ILLUSTRO 
GRAPH brought them changed their whole per- 
sonality .... their whole outlook on life. 

They have let me help them prove to them- 
selves that they too, could partake of this won- 
derful Ministry of Music through ILLUSTRO 
GRAPH, 

Friend, your whole past life is a path you 
will never travel again, But, your tomorrows 
can be a brighter path of service... . pleasing 
to Christ, inspiring to your friends and satisfy- 
ing to your own soul, 

I only ask that you let me help you prove to 
yourself that this same opportunity is NOW at 
your very threshold. 

In just a few weeks, YOUR whole life can be 
reshaped .... for you too can be playing the 
glorious Hymns of the Gospel .... and you 
too can have your share in this harvest of souls. 

I invite you to join Mrs. Rush and over 4,000 
other students who are entering a new phase of 
living through their IULUSTRO GRAPH music 

' courses. r 

The coupon below will bring you a FREE 
sample lesson and complete information, There 
is no obligation whatsoever, 


HERB JAHN 
Box 147, Drawer “H” 
Hollywood 28, Califorfia 


Dear Mr. Jahn, 


I am sincerely interested in developing my music talent 
for the Lord. Without obligation. send me FREE of any 
eost. your beautiful BROCHURE, sample lesson, the 
T.Q.T., and full information. 
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